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bY To the Honourable 
Villiam Mathew, Eſq; 


jeutenant-General over all 


His MAI H Leu 
Carribbee-Ilands in America. 


| SIX, 
Commit this minute 
Birth to Your Patro- 
W nage and Protection, 
hoping when it ſees the Pub- 
ick you will anſwer for its 
hape. I dare apply to none 
of Your Illuſtrious Qualities, 
A2 to 


Doaication. 1 
to induce Vou to accept the 
Charge: For if I ſhould here 
define Your Mind, and draw | 
an Abſtract thereof in Your 

Sight, a Perſon of Your Sub- 
limity would turn from the 
real Shew of his own Per- 
fections under the Inanimate 
Form in Which they muſt be 
dreſs d. Wherefore all I ſhall 
ſay in Defence of my Requeſt, 
is, that what was conceiv'd 
at Your Importunity, Your 
Goodneſs ought to adopt. I 
am, with inexpreſſible Re- 
ſpect, 9 


SIR 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


| Archibald Cockburn. 


PREFACE 


EHAT I here ſet before the 
bE Reader is an Obſervatory, 
for the Intermediate State 
of Bleſſed Souls 5 and tho' 
the ſame ſhould be diſproportionate 
to the Altttude of the Object; 
yer I ſhall obtain my Wiſhes, if 
the Beauty of the ProſpeF, and the 
indubitable Concernment all have in it, 


can inſpire Conſummate Theorifts to look 
| beyond 


2” PREPLKCE 
beyond theſe Bounds, and to take their Þ 
Obſervations from a higher Eminence. 
T hope therefore the Performance 
will eſcape the Severity of the Lite- 
rate Age, ſince "tis only exhibned as 
a dawning Diſcovery, and the Baſis 
of an Edjfice unrairad. 
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E NQUIRY I. Whether Separate Spirits are 
diſtinguiſhable one from another? Page 2 


Enquiry II. M betber Separate Spirits are diſtri- 
. buted into variante Orders and Combinations ? 
And if ſo, whether this is done according to 4 
Regular Gradation ? | p · 4 


Enquiry III. M betber the Fruitiont of Bleſſed 
Souls are Diſtinft and Specifical ? And whe- 
ther their Happineſs conſummates at the Com- 
meucement of it, or is ever growing and accu- 
mulative? p- II 


Enquiry IV. hat are the Signs and Symbols of 
Conception among Bleſſed Souls? As alſo what 
are the Scientifick Faculties of Separate Under- 
ſtandings ? And wherein confofts the Brightneſs 
end Perfection of Celeftial Knowledge ? p. 13 
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Enquiry V. Whether Good and Virtuous Souls. 
upon their Separation from Terreſtrial B odies, 
tranſinigrate into a ſubtiler Corporeity; and are 
ſet into living Frames of Air or Atber, as the 
Vebicular Hypotheſis repreſents ? p. 26 


Enquiry VI. Fhether there are any Grounds of 
Aſſurance for believing. that ſome Happy Souls 
have been incorporated after Mortality? And 


if there is certain Evidence hereof, what ſort of 
Bodies did they aſſume, when they return'dto 
' the World ? And what was the End and De- 
gu of their appearing to the Living? pi. 36 
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AE Spirits of Fuſs Men made Per- 
+ having enter'd into an end- 
eſs and joyous Duration, it 
cannot but be a delightful En- 
terprize, to unfold the Manner o 
their Exiſtence, and let Reaſon take 
a ſacred Flight, to diſcover how they ↄpexate 
and enjoy themſelves, in a' State of nnen 
ment, from their Bodies, and Independency of all 
material Beings. , eee 6 
Ax p that we may penetrate into the Con- 
dition of Separate Spirits, reſiding in the Happy 
Regions, I ſhall propound and relolve ſome En- 


quiries concerning them with as much Light and 
Perſpicuity as I can draw from my, Underſtand- 


* eee eee 
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1. WrzTu tn they arc diſtinguiſhable one 


II. Wur ru they arc diftributed into 
various Orders and Combinations? And if ſo, 
Whether this is done according to a regular Gra- 
dation? | 


III. WuwueTHER there is a Diſtinction of 
their ' Frunions? And whether their Happine(: 
conſurtimates at the Commencement of it, or is 
ever growing and accumulatiye ? 


IV. Wuar are the Signs and Symbols »f 
Conception among the Bleſſed? As alſo what 
are the Scientifick Faculties of a Separate Under- 
ſtanding ? And wherein conſiſts the Brightneſs 
and Perfection of Celeſtial Knowledge? 


V. Wur knen good and virtuous Souls, 
upon their Separation from the Body, tranſwi- 
grate into a ſubtiler Corporeity, and are ſet into 
wing Frames of Air and Æther, as the Vehicular 
Hypotheſis repreſents? And, r 


VI. WrETHER there are any Grounds « 
Aſſurance for believing that ſome Happy Sou. 
have been incorporated after Morraliry? And it 
there is certain Evidence hereof, what Sort of 
Bodies did they aſſume when they return'd to he 
World? And what was the End and Defign ©: 
their appearing to the Living? 


As forthe Finer Enquiry, T affirm, t at 
Blifed Souls are diſtinguiſhable by Differentials, 


botk 


+» 7A md a. nfm. OG tut JJ T 


of BLEZSS EDU SOULS. 


both Natural and Adventitious; the firſt whereof 
they receiv'd at their Creation and the laſt, from 
the Impreſſions of Education afterwards. ' + 
i. TyurR® are Natural Differences of Hu- 
man Souls, becauſe the Grandeur of Omnipo- 
rence is more pompouſly illuſtrated in a Variety 
of Beings,' than it could be if many Individuals 
had been identically fram'd. From hence it pro- 
ceeds, that ourward and ſenfible Objects are 
ſtamp'd with original Signatures, each making a 
ſingular 2 — to one who curiouſly ob- 
ſerves; and that the farther we travel into the 
Ways of God thro' the Creatures that ſtand be- 
fore us, ſo many more are the various Faces we 
meet with in the Creation. Which is a fure 
Ground of Credence that the Glories of Al- 
mightineſs are pour d forth alſo on ſpiritual: Ob- 
— theſe being equally ſuſceptible of Diſtin- 
Etions, and no deſerving of them: For if 
Plants and Living Creatures have liar Dif- 
ferences and 1 to magnify che Creator in 
the woriderfult Variformity of his Works, then 
certainly diverſifying Prints of his Hand are 
drawn on Spirits for the ſame Intent. Since 
then the Divine Majeſty and Magnificence re- 
uire a Diverſity ot Objects in the Intellectual 
orld; from thence we conclude, that every Hu- 
man Soul in its original Formation, receiv'd a 
diſtinguiſhing Stroke from the Productive Power, 
whereby it will appear to be a diſtinct Being 


from all other ſpiritual Subſtances, when we 
come to the Aſſembly of pure Intelligences, and 
ſhall ſee it decarnate and unvail'd. 

2. ACQUIRED Differences ſuper-induc'd on 
Souls by Culture and Improvement, will be la- 
ſting Marks of a in another Life. Some 


2 Men 


The Intermediate State 


Men advance but flowly to Perfection, others 
riſe. to a conſiderable Height; and others again 
aſcend to the utmoſt. Pitch of Excellency that 
their Faculties can reach: wherefore it is reaſon- 
able to believe, that the loweſt and higheſt and 
intermediate Degrees of Perfection will be viſi- 
ble hereafter, — obſcurer Souls plainly diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the ſparkling and radiant. | 
- From theſe Particulars, there flow ſome In- 
ferences not unpleaſant to be indulg' d. As that 
in Heaven Bleſſed Souls know and; diſtinguiſh 
one another by their Natural and Adventitious 
Differences, as readily as we diſcriminate our Ac- 
quaintances by their Faces, or any other Pecu- 
liarities eſſential / to them. That there the in- 
ward Frames of Souls are laid open, and all their 
Faculties made tranſparent, as alſo all their Vir- 
tues. And from thence we may rejoice at the 
future Enlargement of our Knowledge, ſince the 
leaſt Diſcovery of a naked Soul, muſt infuſe 
more Light into the Underſtanding, than all that 
can be known of it incarnate, in ten thouſand 
Ages. 81 4 1114 F100 Wis 23 


Whether Separate Spirits are diſtributed in- 
to various Orders and Combinations ? 

And if fo, whether this is done according 
Fo a Regular Gradation? __ 


r # HAT Happy Souls are under a Claſſical Di- 
1 ſpoſition in the other Exiſtence, I ſhall 
prove from Analogy and Reſemblance, and frame 
» — a — _ an 


of BussSED SOULS. " 
an Argument for this Purpoſe on the Vegetable 
and Animal Trains and their Gradations: The 
Political Combinations of Mankind and their 
Gradual Differences: And the Orders and Gra- 
dation of Orders among Celeſtial Creatures. 
1t.THEtRt are Herbarious and Animal Kin- 
dreds; for tho'- every Senſitive and Vegetative 
Creature is diſtinguiſhable from another, to 
: repreſent the Fecundity of the Divine Power, 
- yet that Wiſdom as well as Omnipotence might 
t irradiate the lower Creation, we find that many 
h Individuals have ſome common and general Pro- 
Is perties, predicable of every one, and all of them 
* together. And in Conſideration of theſe Speci- 
I» fick Eſſences, God ſo form'd the Ante-diluvian 
* Earth, as that it appear'd to be but one Garden, 
ir wherein vegetable Objects were repreſented in di- 
[- ſtin&and complete Orders. In like Manner, in the 
1c Morning of Time, the Animal Companies were 
10 muſter'd up, according to their Specifick Proper 
ſe ties, and march'd regularly to Adam to receive Sen. ii. 19. 
at their Appellations from him. Of which Eſtabliſh- 
d ments in the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms, 
| the ſpontaneous Productions of ſeveral Specifick 

| Plants, ſometimes filling a — Com- 

paſs, the regular Oeconomies of Bees and Ants, 

and ſome Squadrons of Penniferous and Scaly 

Creatures, are yet moſt conſpicuous Remains. But 

to paſs from the perfect to the diſturb'd State 
1 of the Natural World, even from thence the 
Point is apparent that we are now purſuing: 
9 For daily Obſervation doth convince us, 

that every Order which was, now is, how far 

cry 5 85 
ſoever the Individuals may be ſcatter'd thereunto 
belonging. And notwithſtanding many Tribes 
111 {© vere broken by the Fury of the Deluge againſt 
15 ; B 3 them, 
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them, yet all the Sprcifick / Natures ſtill 

main as entire as when at firſt created; 
+ Having taken à brief and general View of 
the Vegetative and Scnfitive Orders, their Gra- 
dations come next to be confider'd;; and to eve- 
intelligent Naturaliſt, theſe 'inſtuntly ariſe: 
For any one will convince himſelf that Jeſſ#- 
min excels a ThiſHe „ and a Night- 
ingale a Raves in Sound, Who hath his OlfaGto- 
ry and Auditory Organs rightly temper'd and dif- 
pos d. All the Degrees of natural Eminence are 
mark'd by a perfe& Underſtanding, and the Di- 
ſtances exactly meaſur*d between extream and in- 
termediate Gradations: For in this conſiſted 
Solomon's Science, for which he is fo much ce- 
lebrated in the Sacred Writings, and made the 
Wonder of Poſterity. “ He ſpake of Trees, 
from the Cedar-Tree that is in Lebanon, even 
unto the Hyſſop that ſpringeth out of the Wall, 
& and alſo of Beaſts, nd of Fowl, and of creep- 
ing Things, and of Fiſhes.” W we are to 
underſtand that the Royal Philoſopher in his 
Diſcoveries, went to the utmoſt Extent of Na- 
ture, and not only contemplared Plants and Liv- 
ing Creatures of every Specifick Form and Ap- 
pearance, but likewiſe all their regular Degrees 
of Tranſcendency, of Vertue and of Excellence. 

From theſe I come . | 

2. To the Orders and Combinations of Man- 
kind, and the Steps and Gradations by which 
they ſcale above one another. And of the Trains 
and Polities in the Civil World none can har- 
bour any Doubt, for every Nation being a Spe- 
cies, is a Confirmation of this Truth. hoſo- 
ever hath look'd but about him, muſt have be- 
held the Specifick Genii that lie ſo open to _ 
Sight. 
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Sight. 


theſe Eſtabliſhments thus  fram'd according ta 


Mens Specifick Taſtes, their Repoſe and ' 


pineſs is promoted beyond what we could well, 
expect: For even in the oblique and ſinful 
Poſture whereia Humanity is plac'd, there is not, 
a Member of a National Society, who may nor 
live more happy among Natural N 
than with Strangers of a different Genius, and 


diſſenting Principles of Conduct. In Conformi- 


wo this I dare aſſert, if an Inhabitant of a re- 
d Nation, and an original American were 
mutually to exchange their Reſidence, that both 
would perceive the Flux of Pleaſure to ſtagnate 
behind them, when they had ſhifted their A- 
bodes z the one deſpiſing the Scenes of Naked- 
neſs around him, and the other regarding with 
ual Indifferency the Materials of compounded, 
appineſs, as being too delicately dreſs d for his 
Fancy, and too ſumptuouſly adorn'd. But, re- 
ſtoring the Gentleman and the Indian to their 
native Bliſs; the like Diſſimilitude of Genii a- 
bounds wherever there are Men. And from thence 
I draw this Concluſion, that there are as many 
Species of the Human Kind, as we meet with 
Nations in the World. | 7 
Ir is alſo obſervable, in the next Place, both 
from the ancient and preſent State of Things, 
that Political Orders and Combinations have 
their regular and ual Differences, as well as 
the Vegetative and Animal Tribes. For of old, the 
Afſyrians, Perfians, Greeks and Romans mounted 


ſucceſſively to the higheſt Eminences, from "= 


of which there was N Falling and Dege 
p 


neracy 


Which Specifick Diſpoſitions form Do- | 
minion into many Shapes, vary the Ceremonies, 
of Nations, and alſo Veſtiture gnd Garb. And by 


Exod. xxv. 
17. 18, & 
22, 
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neracy to the moſt barbarous and obſcure Nati- 
on that coinhabited this Globe. And now the 
European Dominations are elevated above other 

pecies, whereof the talleſt and moſt prominent 
Jenius, is that National Society, that is inſpir'd 
with the greateſt Magnanimity, Erudition, Vir- 
tue, and Politeneſs. From hence there is like- 
wiſe 2 rouge Cadency, until we deſcend into 
Negroe-land or Ethiopia, where the Human Na- 
ture ſtoops under Barbarity, and is almoſt buried 
in Rubbiſh. I turn the Perſpective 
3. To the moſt 'noble Orders 'of Celeſtial 
Creatures, and their regular Differences and Gra- 
dations; of which tho' our Ideas will be im- 
perfect until we change our mortal Nature, and 
enter into the Superna] Regions, yet we are far 
from being in the Dark about them, conſidering 
that Divine Illumination clears up all that is 
here requir'd. For the Reality of Celeſtial Or- 
ders, and their gradual Subordinations, is confirm'd 
and vouch'd unto us, by the moſt eminent of the 
ſacred Writers. Thus Moſes ſpeaks of - Cheru- 
bims, David and 1aiah mention Seraphims, St. 
Paul and St. Jude reveal'd the Order of Arch- 
Angels; and how frequently rhe Angels are 
E at, by ſome of the ſame, and other in- 
ir'd Worthies, the Scriptures alſo can expreſs. 
heſe Teſtimonies have an immediate Tendency 
to prove four great Orders of Celeſtial Creatures, 
diſtinguiſhable by Specifick Differences. 

AN p here if we enquire for the Pre-emi- 
nence, it is inveſted in the Cherubims, as we may 
likewiſe diſcover by the Rays of holy Light. For 
when God gave Moſes the Model of the Mercy- 
Seat, he ſaid, (And thou ſhalt make a Mercy- 
„ Scat of pure Gold, two Cubits and a half * 

14 
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« be the Length thereof, and a Cubit and a 


« half the Breadth thereof, and thou ſhalt make 
« two Cherubims 'of Gold, of beaten Work 


« ſhalt thou make them, in two Ends of the 
« Mercy-Seat, and there I will meet with Thee, 
« and commune with Thee from between the two 
« Cherubims.” Ir is evident from this illuſtrious 
Paſſage, that the Cherubick Species and Confe- 
deracy, is the Head of all Celeſtial Societies; 
for unleſs theſe glorious Spirits were actually the 
higheſt Rank of Creatures, their repreſentative 


and golden Figures would not have ſtood thus 


next the Lord, on his Throne among the Ferws. 
And from the Cherubick Precedency inveſtiga- 
ted, the regular Deſcent of remaining Orders may 
be inferr's and deduc'd. 

TRE Argument is now prepar'd for the laſt 
Stone of the Fabrick, and therefore I proceed 
to lay it on, and ſo to compleat the Work, that 
the — and Proportion may be ſeen between 
the Baſis and the Superſtructure of it. And the 
whole Ratiocination terminates in this concluſive 
Point. If it be agreeable to the Divine Prudence, 
that Vegetable, Animal, Human and Cele- 


{tial Creatures, ſhould be form'd into Ranks and 


Companies _— to their Specifick Natures, 
aſcending continually from the loweſt to the 
higheſt in a regular Gradation : Then in Con- 
formity to the ſaid compounding Wiſdom, Hap- 
py Souls muſt be rang'd according to their 8 

cifick Properties, as other Beings below and a- 
bove them are. But it is demonſtrated from the 
Premiſes, that all Vegetables, Animals, Human 
and Celeſtial Creatures, are drawn up into vari- 
ous Kindreds according to their Specifick Cha- 
raters z whereof there are regular 1 


© 
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and Enſigns made to ſute their Pre-eminenees : 
Therefore the Spirits of Mon made perfaZ muſt 
be plac'd under the like Eſtabliſhments ; that ſo 
the Uniformity of God's Wiſdom may run thro' 
all ſuch Works of his, as with Regard to one 
another are Extream and Intermediate. 
CERTAIN it is from the entire Contexture 
of this Argument, that the Souls of the Perfect 
are combin d hy ſocial Bonds, and the ſame Spe- 
cificx Natures, that united them together in 
this World. And no leſs glaring and per- 
2 is it from what hath been ſaid on the 
Subject, that every Separate Society retains its 


ancient Form and Similitude, and conſiſts of In- 


dividuals that were confederated, before the Tranſ- 
migration happen'd. For if the ſupreme Diſpo- 
ſer of our Conditions, regards the Specifick Na- 
tures of Men in forming, of their preſent Confe- 
deracies, tis a Preſage and Indication, that he 
will found hereafter the Separate Polities upon 
the ſame Plan and Projection, and confirm with 
Immortal SanQAlion their former Conſtitutions and 
Eſtabliſhments. . I deny not that ſome Individu- 
als ſhall be tranſpos d, and the moſt Perfect put 
into the nobleſt Stations: Burt then ſuch a 
Change and Revolution will not unhinge a Society, 
but rather fix it the more immutably on its real 
Baſis. And theſe Truths are farther ſtrengthened 
by a Divine Oracle and Eclairciſſement, affirming 
Abraham, 1ſbmael, Jaceh and Moſes to be gather- 
ed at Death to their Relations: For if the Spi- 
rits of theſe Ancients upon Divorcement from 
the Body, were convey'd to the Sphere of their 
Natural and Political Kindred, then the departed 
Souls of other Men muſt alſo be introduc'd in- 


ro Societies, whoſe Members have been — 
their 
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— Whether the Naben of Bleſſed Souls are 
he Diſtinck and Sperifical * And whether 
its i Happineſs con ſummates at the 


in. ommencement F it, or is ever growing 
of- i and accumulative? | 

o- 5 | 

72 HE preceding Orders and their Gradations 


plainly imply Specifick Fruitions: For the 
be Cherubims muſt taſte a more ſublime Happineſs, 
on ¶ than the Celeſtial Kindreds below them: And 
ith the moſt ignoble of all the A 
od BN will receive a more comprehenſive Bleſſedneſa, 
= than _ 1 ot — — — in; 
ferior lency. in, the Prophets and A 
\ 2 If files, whoſe Unierfiaadings were Hild wich dis 
Ty» ¶ vine Radiance, whilſt they were in a ſtate of 
en Darkneſs and Obſcurity, and whoſe Minds were 
ned Wl frerch'd by holy Inſpiration beyond the ſize of 
ing Wl vulgar Intellects, muſt feaſt on more delicate 
ger: Pleaſures, than other Believers of darker Facul- 
PP" Wl tics, and a grofſer Apprehenſion. And in a word, 
om IN it may paſs for certain, that the moſt reſplendent 
den Glories illuminate the moſt perfect Spirits, and 


ted WF that Felicity is ever proportionable to the Capa- 
— eity of che Recipient, L the World of Joys. 
heir | 
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Annas for the latter Branch of the Enq ui 
, whether the Happineſs of Separate Souls con- 
ummates at the Commencement of it, or is al. 


7 * growing | and accumulative? I recede from 


W | la 
th notion of /aturating Bliſs, and chuſe 
N rather to advance that there is a continual Suc- 
ceſſion of Enjoyments, and an. cternal Ampliki- 
cation of the Appetites in the glorify d State 
Becauſe by ſuch an Idea of Happineſs as this, it 
is repreſented as a boundleſs PEalure, and ever 
growing more perfect. Hence. I ſuppoſe th all 
the ſpiritual Orders ftriye to riſe upon the Scale 
| of Excellence, and to draw nearer and nearer 
the Source of Pleaſure at God's right Hand for 
; evermore. The Cherubims have begun the Flight, 
| and ſoar towards the pureſt Fountain; and infe- 
| rior Ranks come after in a bright Proceſſion, tox 
I occupy by Turns the elevated Stations, relin- ! 
| uiſh'd by "thoſe: for higher Eminences. And io 
this Commovement of Spirits, - to. diſtindt - and Wn 
ever riſing Glories, is more perfective of finite o 
Happi than a full Contentment and Com · S 
placency with the greateſt Enjoyments yet ob · MNG 
tain'd: For in cloſing their Appetites and Frui- elf 
tions we bound and contract their Bliſs, which Wor 
doubtleſs is infinite' in Degrees, as well as in Who 
Duration. AR” June U 
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ENQUIRY IV. 
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lifi hat are the Signs and & bots of Con- 
ate ceprion among Bleſſed Souls ? As al 

„ 19 what are the Scientifick Faculties o of 2 
Sr 2201 Under flandings? And wherein 


conſiſts the Bri 2 and Ferfe@ion of 
Celeſtial Know . 


for 

ght, ONCERNING the firſt Patt of the 
nfe Enquiry, I maintain, that Separate Spirits 
„ toWxchange Conceptions by vocal Symbols, havin 
lin. Faculty to receive and excite ſonorous Senſa- 
And ions, even after they are ſtript of their Bodies 
and Wind depriv'd of the material Organs. And "ot 
nite WPoſtulare muſt be granted, if we conſider that 
om- ¶ Spiritual and an Organicat Sound appear to be 

ob · icts of the ſame Faculty, ſome what exerting it 
_ elf in a different 1 Our Words and 
ic 


Sounds flow thro' Or . to the Perception of 
doſe about us, and there is Mechaniſm us'd in 
heir Paſſage and Tranſmittance: But then 
hen Mechanical Powers have done their utmoſt, 
puſh'd their Effects to the Brain, and given the 
Nerves the ultimate Concuſſion, the Sound at laſt 
nuſt enter the Mind by the Force and Energy 
the Spiritual Faculty; becauſe the Soul ig 
acceſſible to all material Aſſaults. And 
bis makes it plain to me, that Spirits may utter 
Inmechanical Language, ſince Sounds are gene- 
ated only in the Soul, where no Mechanical 
auſe does operate. And conſequentiy tho“ du- 
ring 


4. 


ring our Conjunction with Materiality, the Au- 


duits of Sounds. 


Underſtanding, are Senſation, the Pneumat- Idea 


culty and Power whereby it gets the fame Per. 
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ditory Organs muſt be put in Motion, before 
a Sound can reach the Soul, yet the Sonorou 
Perception is not immediately and neceffarily ef. 
fected by a material Power. Wherefore I think 
a Separate Soul may uſe Vocal Symbols of Con- 
ber and exert the 8 aculty in grear 

r Elegance. and Pompouſneſs, than when it ſpoke 
thro' earthly Organs, and made theſe the Con. 


. — _ 


Havins touch'd upon the Marks and Sym- 
bols of Conception ud by Bleſſed Souls in Her 
ven, the next thing to be done, is to ſhew, ba 
are the fn aculties of. 4 Separate Under. 

AND the Scientifick Faculties of a Separat: 
Faculty, and faſten, Theſe we conceive to 
be the. principal Operations of all Separate Intel- 
ligences, and the Windows that open on them 
in an after - State, to let in the Light o 
ne, 

SENSATION, in a Separate Soul, is that Fx 


ception of material Objects, as it obtain'd of then 
by the Senſes, when they made a Breach inthe 
1 4 and ruſh d thro” that into the Underſtand: 
ing. And it preſents Ideas to the Mind ſimila 
to thoſe we conceive. in Dreams and nocturni 
Viſions, when outward Hands are at Reſt, and mn 
the Organs lockt whercon they work. We find », 
that when the animal Spirits are ſtopt in their of 
myſterious, Progreſs, the Mind is oftentimes i th 
ſenſible and operative, as it could be at the Al- in 
rum of the Senſes put into the briskeſt Agitati - 5, 


on : For then we bchold Peter and John and I &b 
ther 
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ther Individuals, then the Soul is transform'd in- 
15 Pleaſure and Pain, Joy and Sorrow, and other 
Paſſions, and then we receive Ideas of Bodies 
and their various Qualities, in the ſame Mode of 
Thoughrfulneſs, as when we look thro' exter- 
nal Windows on the Objects of Senſation. Tis 
the ſelf-fame Faculty that now conſiders material 
Objects, which furniſheth the Mind in the Sepa- 
rate State with fuch Senſations of corporeal 
Things, as are conducive to its Happineſs, and 
lie in the way to Perfection. 

By this Faculry, the Soul in its Separation 
perceives the Glorified Body of the Meſſias, 
St. John's Apocalyptict Objects, and the Won- 
ders of the New Feru/alem. By this Faculty 
7 Separate Intelle& penetrates into the inmoft 
Conſtitution of corporeal Subſtance, the Mo- 
ther and Parent of ſenſible Knowledge, and 
obſerves the Qualities eſſential to general and 
univerſal Matter, and the P ies that are 
wrought into the Fabricks of particular Bo- 
dies, as alſo what Effects theſe produce on one 
another : By this means it ac 
Treaſury of ſimple Ideas, brought from their 
native and original Mines, purify'd from obſcure 
Alloys,and diſentangled from otherObje&s,where- 
with ours are often intermix'd, and preſent us 
oy Wer ſeeming Repreſentations. 

KEN the Soul forſakes its dark Refidence 
and flies up to the Regions of Glory, Matter 
purs on another Countenance, and becomes one 
of the Objects of felicitating Knowledge: For 
there its old Notions of Bodies are reform'd, 
and its new Ideas ded upon Certainty 
there it beholds Extenfion, not a relative but an 
abſolute Quality reduc'd to a fix'd Standard and 

a its 


a Stock and 


Is 
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its own real , Dimenſions. . This: appears va- 
riouſly to mortal Creatures, according to the dif- 
ferent, Make and Situation of, their optick Or- 
gans: But a Spirit ſtates: its preciſe Boundaries, 
and calculates all the Degrees of Difference be- 
tween its abſolute and relative Appearances; there 
Impenetrability is not an empty blank Idea, but 
the Picture is drawn on the Mind that repre- 
ſents it as it is; there the gravitating Force of 
Matter does not ſeem a dormant Power, but its 
Briskneſs and Activity is diſcoverable, and the 
Degrees thereof made apparent that invigorate 
CAC 


Body from the Centre of the Earth to the 


R (es \ 
"HEN, as for Specifick Subſtances, Bleſſed 
Spirits unfold by Senſation, their real and inter- 
nal Eſſences, which is a. Part of natural Know- 
ledge, becoming a Cherubim or a Seraphim to un- 
derſtand. We, ſee but the Surface of Cor- 
oreal Beings, and not that inward Aſpect and 
Conſtruftion of Parts, whereupon their eſſential 
and real Qualities depend. Wherefore tho' we 
call Gold, a yellow, fuſible, malleable, and fix'd 
Body, and 2 moſt ponderous of all material 
Subſtances, yet in this Definition we touch on- 
ly the noming and apparent Eſſence, there be- 
ing as little Connexion and Correſpondency in 
Nature, between the internal Conſtitution of 
golden Subſtance and theſe ſecondary Qualities 
annex d to it, as there is between the ſame Body, 
and the remoteſt Object the Eye hath yet diſco- 
vered. But Saints exalted above the Sphere of 
Intermixture, view this and all other Bodies in 
their natural and inherent Colours, and know 
that in the preſent Oeconomy of Nature, Things 
are ſo mix d and e together, . 
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Neceſſity they muſt interchange their Qualities, 


Va- 

dif- {Wand aſſume quite other Appearances, than what 
Or- Vould be obſervable concerning them, if each 
ries, Body was parted from its Neighbours, and had 
be- Na Separate Circle of Activity and Exiſtence. 
zere They are conſcious that if ſuch a Partition was 
but but made, Gold would gravitate as light as Air 
pre- {now does, and reſtore to the Æther the borrow'd 
e of Matter that caus'd it to preponderate other Bo- 


dies. That then it would perſpire the ſhining 
Unguent, which tingeth it with its Specifick Co- 
lour, cementeth cloſely all its Parts in a State 
of Conſiſtency and Hardneſs, and ſlackens them 
likewiſe in Fluidity. And that upon ſuch a De- 
predation of its apparent Qualities, a new Race 
would be produc'd of different Features from 
the former; but immediately reſulting from a 
real and an internal Eſſence. . For certain it is, 
that however perfect and entire many things 
nd ſeem in themſelves, they oftentimes derive from 
tial MW other Parts of Nature, that for which they are 
we moſt taken Notice of by us: Their obſervable 
xd Qualities, Actions and Powers are owing to ſome- 
rial thing without them, and there is not fo per- 
2n- I fect and complete a Part (ſays Mr. Lock) that we 
de- know of in the Creation, which does not owe 
in the Being it has, and the Excellencies of it, to 
of I its — Outward Objects in their preſent 
ies Poſture make a counterfeit Appearance; and the 
ly, gayeſt and the richeſt Creatures wear leaſt of 
o- Wl their own Produce. This Theory of Material 
of WW Subſtances is a Spark of Beatifick Knowledge, 
in that caſts as bright a Splendor from it, as Ma- 
w i thematical Evidence Intuitive : For thereby the 
g3 Original and conceal'd Dreſs of Specifick Sub- 


of ſtances appears as different from their outward 
f- | 2 | Com- 
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| ſtence, or Connexion in Nature. | 


ceeds. 
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Complexions, as a Circle does trom a circumſcrib d 
Ellipfis, wherewith it hath no neceſſary Co- exi- 


Tun RN Senſation being thus explain'd 
in S e Underſtandings, which - fronts the 
Material World, and ſets the Objects thereof in 
a true Situation for informing the Judgment a- 
bout them, and inflaming the Heart with Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving for ſuch an admirable Pro- 
duction of Power and Wiſdom : The Pneumat- 
Ideal Faculty, is the next in Order that ſuc- 


AND this is another Operation of Separate 
Intellects, and a Window, thro' which they diſ- 
cover a larger and more beautiful Field of Know- 
ledge, than that I have been deſcribing. For 
thereby they contemplate the Spiritual World 
fill'd with the immediate Preſence of God, 
and abounding with other Intellectual Beings. 
Tus Infinite and Almighty Spirit is ſeen in 
the Perfe&ion of his Nature, and clear'd of all 


thoſe Obſcurities wherewith he was overcaſt in 


ſinful Underſtandiogs. Tis but a ſmall Part of 
the Glorious Objett that's expos'd to Mortal Ob- 
ſervation; but the Spirits of Juſt Men made 
perfect form bright and extenfive Ideas of the 
God- head, and have their Thoughts, as it were, 
ſwallowed up in the Immenſity of the Divine 
Eſſence. | | 

AGAIN, the Various Ranks of Celeſtial Crea- 
tures fall within the Cognizance of this Power : 
It ſurveys their Natures and Operations, and 


the Sublimity of their Life. 


TuISs Faculty likewiſe extends itſelf to Se- 
_ and Incarnate Spirits; it beholds their 
nderſtanding, when ſtruck with a new Im- 
preſſion, 
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preſſion, the Agent that applies the Seal, and 
che Method of — It ſees the Will 
looking round its Objects, and claſping that in 
the cloſeſt Embraces, which promiſes the great - 
eſt Pleaſure. And in a Word, this is the 
ion, that perceives all the Modifications 
of Souls, both as they are Moral Beings, and Ob- 
jects of a yore = | 
AN Dp for _ tning of theſe Particulars Jet 
it here be animadverted, that as upon our firſt 
Entrance into this Material World, the Faculty 
for perceiving external Objects diſplay'd itſelf 
in the Soul, wherein it was pre-exiſtenty ſo a- 
gainſt our Second Nativity and happy Delive- 
rance from the Body, a Womb of Sin, Darkneſs, 


the conceal'd and Pmreumat-Ideal Faculty will 
throw off its preſent Covering, and turn itſelf 
to Immaterial Beings. It is by a Faculty of the 
Soul that we now perceive Objects about us; and 
all by this other Faculty of the Soul, which at pre- 
ſent does not exert it ſelf, we ſhall be as con- 
ſcious of the Propinquity of Spirits, as now we 
b. are of the Neighbourhood of Bodies and ex- 
de ternal Things. And how clear ſoever our Per- 
he ceptions may be, of Objects that occur to the 
re, Senſes, yet Spiritual 1 will be as obvious, 
when the Partition is broken down that ſtands 
between us and Intellectual Creatures. It be- 
* 15 as practicable for Separate Spirits to mani- 
a feſt mutual Preſence, as it is for Human Souls 
id to diſcern circumambient Bodies. When we 
change our Mortal State, Spiritual Objects will 


culty in the Soul to perceive them. 
C 2 The 


and Obſcurity, in which we are ſtill detain'd, 


affect us, and conſequently there muſt be a Fa- 
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THe third and laft Inlet of Beatifick Knows- 
ledge, is the Faculty of Reſtexion, which reviews, 
combines, abſtracts, and compares Ideas, con- 
vgy'd by the former Operations to the Under- 

ing. 

W — N the Mind reſumes the Contemplati- 
on of an Idea that hath been laid aſide for a 
Time from Perception, this Act is call'd Me- 
mory or Remembrance, and thereby all Idea: 
of Spiritual, Corporeal, Moral, and Mathema- 
tical Objects are recall'd and repreſented as of- 
ten as Occaſion requires. 

WHEN two or more Ideas are combin'd to- 
gether, the Compoſition is call'd a Complex Idea, 
and ſuch are all the Ideas of Modes, Subſtances 
and Relations, | 

Wun an Idea is reſcinded from the Ideas 
of Time, Place, and real Exiſtence, or other 
concomitant Ideas, and is made the Repreſen- 

ration of ſeveral Particulars for the haſty Di- 
ſpatch of Knowledge; this Act of Reflexion is 
Conia Abſtrattion and Univerſality, and af- 
ter this manner the Ideas of Whiteneſs, Vege- 
tability, Animality, and all other Generals, are 
delincated. | 1 

THESE various Acts of Reflexion are ex» 
erted by Separate Spirits in greater Perfe- 
ction, than is compatible with the “ Darkneſs 
and Obſcurity, wherein our Faculties are involv'd: 
For they retain in their Memory every Ideal 
Being that comes before them; In Compoſi- 
tion, no Ingredients are unknown, to baulk or 
perplex their Knowledge ; but all the Parts are 


—— 


* To the Inperſoltion of theſe Faculties My, Lock imputes much 
of the Obſcurity of our Knowledge. 


effulgent 
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effulgent that they combine and unite; and in 
Abſtraction, they neither fall ſhort of, nor out- 
reach the Boundaries of the Univerſals, whichyi 
are abſtrafted by them. | 

Tax Compariſon of Ideas is another Act of 
he Reflex Faculty, call'd Intuition or Original 
nowledge, from the immediate View unbodied 
Intellects have of the Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment of their Ideas, when they compare them 
together. All Ideas lie as open to thoſe, as Black 
and White do to us, a Circle and a Parallelogram, 
a Cube and a Square, Two doubled and Four, 
bat as ſoon as pur together, ſhew their Corre- 
pondence or Incompatibility. And that bright 
unſhine, which only glanceth a little on the 
Surface of our Underſtanding, forceth itſelf into 
very Chamber of their Hearts, and enlightens 
the whole Ideal Train with ſuch Reſplendency 
and Evidence, as that at the firſt Sight of any 
two Faces they may diſcern the Reſemblance or 
Diſagreement. Intuition goes but a ſhort Way 
with our Comparing Faculty in the Diſcovery 
pf Similitude and Diſlikeneſs, and juſt when we 
have taken a few Steps in the Repoſitory of 
dur Ideas, it withdraws its Light, and leaves us 


a the dark, about the greateſt Number of their 
5 Appearances. But in the Manſions of Beatitude 
. Ibove, it is a golden Key for all Objects, a direct 
Blaze that falls upon them, and conſtitutes the | 
a Brightneſs and Perfection of Celeſtial Know- | 


ere. 

 DeMonsTRATION, tho!” it be a compa- | 
ting Faculty in Human Creatures, and a larger | 
Source of Knowledge than Intuition and immedi- | 


ae Radiance; yer, becauſe it is adarker Evidence, 
it will be extinguiſh'd at the Dawn of Glory. | 
C 3 Our | 
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Our Doubtfulneſs when the Com 


pariſon com» 


mences, the Pains and Application requir'd to 


out intermediate Ideas, to range them in 
Order and Diſpoſition afterwards, — 
ceive their Connexion and Coherence, and to 
ſpin forth the Inference from the Premiſes, and 
after all this is done, the Obſcurity left upon the 


Objects when we have percciv'd them dimly in 
3 


laſs: Theſe, I ſay, are unanſwerable Rea · 
ſons for 1 the Demonſtrative Faculty in 
the better Exiſtence, and advancing Intuition to 
its Place. Wherefore I believe, that Spirits 
perceive with more Exactneſs, if two Houſes arc 
of equal Longitude, by the immediate Comps 
riſon of their Baſes, than Men can diſcover by 
a Yard, wherewith they meaſure the Equality. 
In Intuition there are no Hind'rances or Ob- 
ſtruckions to paſs thro' to Light and Evidence, 
and no dark Mirror to marr the DiſtinQneſs of 
the Objects, and tarniſh the amiable and flamin 
Luſtre, it ſprinkles always upon Truth. A blel- 
ſed Mind, upon the firſt Efay of this Faculty, 
— whether the Ideas examined are dit- 

ent or the ſame, which is as high a Degree 
of Knowledge as 4 finite Intelle&t can reach, 
It being a Ray of Omniſcience, of the ſimple, 
glittering and uncompounded Knowledge, that 
is, the Eye of the Supreme Intelligence, who 
ſees all things intuitively, and without the Re: 
flections of intervening Light, 

InTu1TION, how it breaks thro' its pre: 
ſent Incloſures and irradiates the Demonſtrative 
Province, how it diffuſeth it ſelf on all Objecb 
that come within the Circle of Knowledge, and 
ſhews whether they correſpond or diſagree, need 


not appear very myſterious, if we conſider that 
in 
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in 2 State of Happineſs, the Faculties of the 
Soul will be exalted above the human Pitch, 
and ſer upon a higher Bait; whereby it will 
come to paſs, that what Things are alike in Re- 
ality, muſt be view'd in immediare Conformity, 
and for the Growth and Improvement of Know- 
ledge, every Mediam ſhall be difplac'd that inter- 
cepts the Intuitive Sight. When this Enlarge» 
ment of Perception is effected, the Mind will 
ſoar above its former Heights, and trace out 
Lineaments in Ideas, that before were either 
hidden or confus d. Then it ſhall be able to 
determine the Equality or Difference of Length 
in two diſtant Edifices, from the immediate 
View of their Sides, without —_— an in- 
termediate Meaſure of Extenſion, as an Evidence 
and Proof. Then it ſhall decide the Propor- 
tion between the Square of the — 1 of 
2 right-angled Triangle, and the Summ of the 
Squares of the other two Sides, as readily by 
immediate Intuition, as it aſcertains the Rela» 
tion between the Arta of a Circle, and the Summ 
of the Areas of its dimidial Parts, the like 
Rays of Knowledge. And in the Palaces of 
Light and Bleſſedneſs, not only Mathematical 
Verities, but alſo the abſtruſeſt Propoſitions of 
Morality and Religion, the moſt complicated 
Operations of God, and other intelligent Beings, 
and the moſt intricate Labyrinths of Predefli: 
nation and Providence, will be all — 
the intuitive Faculty. For there every Obj 
s transform'd into a Tree of Knowledge, hav- 
ing its Attributes, Powers and Properties ſo di - 
ſtincthʒ woven about its Eſſence, as that the 
Relation between them can be immediately per- 
ceir d. And there hy various Influences ſtream- 
4 ng 
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ing from the Supream and ſubordinate Beings, 
like limpid Chryſtal Rivulets, conduct a Soul to 
the final Extent of their Progreſs, and ſhew what 
Obſtructions or accelerating Forces they meet 
with in their Motions, by one continued and un- 
broken Ray of Evidence. So extenſive is this 
bright Scheme of Knowledge in the ſuperior 
| Reſidence of Souls, that it ſpreads ' itſelf like 
Lightning over every Science, and deyours the 
fainter Lights. Intuition is the Sun of the Hea- 
_— = — Ss =_ — as _ of 
this Evidence on Separate Inte as they can 
ſuſtain and behold. F 
HAVING explain'd the Signs and Symbols of 
Conception among Bleſſed Souls, diſplay d their 
Scientifick Faculties, and cut the Way to the 
Spring of Celeſtial Knowledge, we are forc'd 
upon the Review of all to exclaim, O how 
ſweet and melodious is that Language which 
is ſpoken by pure Spirits! And how clear are 
their Ideas and Conceptions! How Muſical are 
their Sounds ! And how wonderfully are the Pi- 
ctures drawn, that embelliſh their Underſtand- 
ings! Their Sounds are animated and ſoftned 
by the Divine Trumpet in Conveyance, and 
raviſh and enchant the Minds that are affected 
with them. Their Ideas brighten the Objects 
whereof they are Repreſentatives, and all their 
Predications ſhine with Evidence irreſiſtible. 
Their Vocal and Intellectual Charms are ini- 
mitable by human Faculties; for our Corpo- 
real Organs impreſs a Harſhneſs and Indelect- 
ancy, on the moſt melodious Sounds the Soul 
emits, and our Conjunction with a finful Syſtem 
forms a Cloud in the Underſtanding, _ - 
ru 
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ſtructs our View and Obſervation of the en- 
lighten d and blazing Face of 5 

TuIs Happineſs of unbody'd Spirits, with 
Reference to their Sounds and Knowledge, is 
notably ſet forth by St. Paw, in the following 
Words to the Corinthians. I knew a Man in , Cor.xii. 
CHRIST about fourteen Years ago, (whether 2, 3. 4 
in the Body or out of the Body I cannot tell, 
GOD knoweth) ſuch an one caught up to the 
third Heaven. And I knew ſuch a Man (whe- 
ther in the Body or out of the Body I cannot tell, 
GOD knoweth) how be was caught up into Pa- 
radiſe, and heard unſpeakable Words, which it is 
not lawful for a Man to utter, | 


_ &@ 6 &Q & W Sov. 
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— 
* 


TERRE cannot be a Confirmation of 
the Truths that have = than the 
Teſtimony of an ' Apoſtle, telling us that the 
Sounds of Paradiſe were unut le on Earth; 
and that Knowledge in the third Heaven, was 
too exalted, dazzling, and illuminative, to be de- 
fined by the ordinary Ideas of thoſe, who were 
Strangers to His Diſcoveries. 
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Whether Good and Virtuous Souls, pon 


their ſoparat inn from Terreſtrial Bodies, 
tranſinigrate into a fubtiler Corporet- 
ty; and are ſet into living Frames of Air 

or Atber, as the Vehicular Hypotheſis 

repreſents ? _ 0 | 


I STAN TLY, I might commence a Ne- 
& gative Reſponſe to this Enquiry : But that 
I may not be ſuſpected of miſ- ſhaping the - 
potbeſis it puts up to Examination, or oblitera- 
ting the Features of Truth z I ſhall firſt draw 
it in its moſt adyantagious Figure and Appearance, 
and afterwards proceed to expoſe the Spuriouſneſs 
of its Conception and Birtng. 

AN p whoſoever would fee the Vehicular Hy- 
potheſis repreſented in all its Decoration and Or- 
nament, may peruſe the following Paſſages, ex- 
tracted from Dryden's Life of Plutarch, wherein 


there is ſingular Art and Contrivance, to render 


this Notion amiable and attractive, apply'd by 
the Cheronean Philoſopher. 
« LEAviNG the Soul of Plutarch (“ ſays 
the foremention'd Writer) with our charita- 
& ble Wiſhes to his Maker, we can only trace 
& the reſt of his Opinions in Religion from his 
« Philoſophy : which in the general we have 
& faid to be Platonick, tho' it cannot alſo be 
* deny'd, 
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ce deny'd, that there was a Tincture in it of the 
« Electick Sect, which was begun by Patomon 
« under the Empire of Auguſtus, and which ſe- 
« lefted from all other Sects what ſeem' d moſt 
« probable in their Opinions, not adhering ſin- 
« gularly to any of them, nor rejecting every 
« Thing. I will only touch his Belief of Spi- 
te rits in two Treatiſes of Qracles, the one con» 
i cerning their Ceſſation, the other why they 
- © were not given in Verſe as in former Times, 
ir © He ſeems to aſſert the Pythagortan Doctrine 
of e the Tranſmigration of Souls: We have 
« formerly ſhewn that he believ'd the Unity of 
the God-head, whom according to his Attri- 
“ butes he calls by ſeveral Names, as Jupiter from 
at © Þis Almighty Power, Apollo from his Wiſdom, 

« and fo of the reſt ; but under him he placeth 
&© thoſe Beings, whom he ſtiles Genij, or Demons, 
w 8_ © of a middle Nature between Divine and Hu- 

&« man: For he thinks it abſurd that there 
Fa ce ſhould be no Mean between the Extreams of 
« an Immaterial and a Material Being : That 
« there cannot be in Nature ſo vaſt a Flaw, 
« without ſome intermedial Kind of Life par- 
& taking of both; as therefore we find the In- 
« tercourſe betwixt the Soul and Body to be 
% made by the animal Spirits, ſo betwixt Divi- 
te nity and Humanityſthere is the Species of De- 
«© mons; who having firſt been Men, and fol- 
“ lowing the ſtrict Rules of Virtue, to the pur- 
« ping off the Groſsneſs and Feculency of their 
« earthly Being, are exalted into thoſe Gexy, 
“ and from thence either raiſed higher into an 
« terial Life, if they ſtill continue Virtuous, 
“ or tumbled down again into n "A 
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« Fleſh, after having loſt that Purity, which 
&« conſtituted their glorious Being. | 
AGAIN, he introduceth Plutarch, ſpeak- 


g ing to this Effeck: There are many Iflands 


„ which lie ſcatter'd about Britain, after the 
* manner of our Sporades : They are unpeopl'd, 
and ſome of them are call'd the Iſlands of the 
« Heroes or the Genij : One Demetrius was ſent 
* by the Emperor (who by Computation of Time 
« muſt either be Caligula, or Claudius) to diſco- 
“ver theſe Parts; and arriving at one of the I- 


I flands, next adjoining to the foremention'd, 


** which was inhabited by ſome few Britons 
& (but theſe held ſacred and inviolable by all their 
< Countrymen) immediately after his Arrival, 
the Air grew black and troubled, ſtrange Ap- 
« paritions were ſeen, the Winds rais'd a Tem- 
4 peſt, and fiery Spouts or Whirl-winds ap- 
& pear'd dancing towards the Earth. When 
« theſe Prodigies were ceas'd, the Iflanders in- 
<* form'd him, that ſome one of the Aerial Beings 
<« ſuperiour to our Nature ceas'd to live: For as 
« a Taper while yet burning affords a pleaſant 
& harmleſs Light, but is noiſome and unpleaſant 
* when cxtinguiſh'd, ſo theſe Heroes ſhine be- 
ce nignly on us while they live, but at their 
* Death turn all Things topſy-turvy, raiſe up 
** Tempetts, and infect the Air with peſtilential 
* Vapours.” | T5 ? 


Tuus did Plutarch refine and adorn the Py- 
thagorean Doctrine of Tranſmigration of Souls, 


and patronize it to the utmoſt ftretch of his 


Reaſon, believing pure Spirituality applicable 
only to the Infinite and moſt Perfect Being, and 
not to finite and created Intelligences, which 

he 
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he could not conceive disjun& from Mechaniſm, 
without ſubverting that Order and Symmetry of 
the Creation, that univerſally ſeem'd to be eſta- 
bliſh'd. And tho' others have endeavour'd to 
cultivate this Opinion, 44 raiſing the future 
Material Life above Mortality and Sin, yet here- 
in they more betray the Weakneſs and Infirmity 
of their Underſtanding, than! improve the .- 
potbeſis in the leaſt. For upon Suppoſition that 
Air and Arber could be converted into animal 
Syſtems, there is nothing to hinder their bei 

3 concupiſcible and mortal Bodies, as thoſe 
ve now are in. 

Tae Hypotheſis then being coloured by 
Nutarch to as great a Perfection as it hath. been 
one by any modern Hand, let us enquire, whe- 
ner this apparent Beauty will ſtand the Teſt 
ind Probation, and whether it be reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that there are Aerial or Atherial Ve- 
— — fitted up for the Reception of our Souls, 
vhen they quit their Bodies? And I confeſs, I 
have ſo great a Veneration for this renown'd 
Sage, that if his Aerial and AÆAtherial Frames 
were not both unneceſſary Appendages to Souls 
in the Intermediate State, and alſo uninhabita- 
ble, nothing leſs could have prevail'd upon me 
o lay his Authority aſide in this Diſquiſition, 
which I ſo much reverence in the next, as when 
eaſonable ſhall be ſhown. But Truth over-ru- 
ung all other Motives to Eſteem, I muſt diſſent 
om an Opinion wherewith that is interfering, 
tho' eſpous'd by one of the moſt nervous Wri- 
ters that appear'd on the Stage of antient Time. 
And that this is not a vain and groundleſs Cavil, 
vt an equitable Charge and Arraignment, the ſub- 

ſequent 
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— Particulars will fully evince and demon : p 
te 


1. ABERIAL or Aitherial Syſtems are anne te 
ceſſary in the Future Exiſtence, becauſe the Sou 
can operate without them; contrary to what the ;+ 

theſis reconditely implies : The chief Driſ ,, 
and Scope of which, is to provide for the Secu {+ 
rity of our Perceptive Powers, when their pro Wl 214 
fent Fence is broken down and levell'd with th th 
Duſt. If the Soul were only a Modification ful 
Matter, or deriv'd its Senſibility immediate) an, 
from Organick Structure, it would be requiſit inc 
thus to make Proviſion for its Safety a 
Continuance, upon the Diſſolution of our earth 
ly Subſtance ; but fince it is diftint from Mat 
ter, why it ſhould be adjoyn'd at Death to ano 
ther Body, is beyond our Thoughts to compre 
Hend. Even in this State of Materiality and 
Compoſition, it is impoſſible to account why 
the Body ſhould affect the Mind in ſo many of iz 
Operations: For tho' we know by Experience 
that the Mind is affected with every Impreſſior 
made on its outward Syſtem, yet we muſt all 
acknowledge at the ſame time, that it is no 
the Nature of Things themſelves, but the Plex 
ſure and Appointment of the Creator that eltM wh; 
bliſheth ſuch a Communication between tw cou 
Subſtances ſo diſtin and oppoſite. And wha Ege 
all comes to all, there is nothing in the Under ry 
ſtanding which is the immediate Workmanſhipd | 
the Body and external Beings, and there is no — 


thing there that hath an abſolute Dependencll » 
upon material Powers: For neither the Sun, nM Af « 
a Violet, nor any other exteriour Objects, are thi '* + 
immediate and efficient Cauſes of the Senſation x54 


we feel within us, when they operate * 4 
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Bodies without. Such Effects then muſt neceſ- 1 
ſarily proceed trom the E of * an Imma- lll. 
terial Agent, which always acts and exerts itſelf | 
at the Preſence of a material Cauſe, And this is | | 
that Spiritual Agent, that deth over our [| 
uffive Faculties, and openeth the Internal Sen- : 
ſes at the Sollicitation of outward Objects, and ff 
alſo without their Importunity, as happens in | fl 
the Dreams of Night. And this is that power- 
ful Agent, which by affecting us with Pleaſure 4 
and Pain, and forming Ideas of Senſible Objects ll 
and their Qualities on the Underſtanding, makes 4 
us conſcious of our own Materiality, and its Cot- li 
reſpondency with contiguous Bodies. In which ll 
Conſciouſneſs of external Impreſſions on our Bo- 
dies, occaſion'd by the Application of Material lt | 
Things unto them, and the internal Effects pro- 
a duc'd at the ſame Time on our Minds, conſiſts 
the Union of the Soul and Body, and their re- 
ciprocal Relations. And theſe Cauſes and Ef- 
fe&s muſt be kept aſunder and unconfounded, if 
we would know any Thing diſtinctly either of the 
Animal or Mental Oeconomy : For tho” they are 
co-exiſtent in Time and Place, yet they cannot 
unite and intermingle, the different Subjects in 
which they inhere debarring all immediate Inter- 
courſe, and confining the material Cauſes and 
Effects within the Brain, or the Corporeal Sen- 
ſory, and the correſpondent Senſations within the 
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* Ie believe that this Agent is a finite Spirit, and not GOD him- 
kf, according to Father Malebrauch. The Demoniacks in the Goſ- 
fel recein/d Senſations from thoſe Evil Genij by whom they were 
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Soul where they were conceiv'd. And this 
ſeems Proof ſufficient of the preſent Independen- 
cy of the Soul on the Bedy, as to the Powerof 
Perception, ſince a Spiritual Agent muſt inter: 
poſe before we come to know what Things att 
without, and what they are doing. And con. 
ſequently if the terreſtrial Syſtem be not imme- 
diately conducive to Senſibility, what Reaſor 
ſhall we urge and aſſign for the Soul's tranſmi- 
grating at Death into another Body, for the Sti. 
mulation of its Powers. For Perception being 
the Effect of a Spiritual Agent, doubtleſs tha 
Agent can modify all our paſſive Faculties, with: 
out the Co-operation of animal Organs, or any 
— Cauſe concurring. But this is not al, 
r 

2. It may be demonſtrated from the eſſential 
Properties of Air and #her, that they are na- 
turally incapable of being converted into Sy- 
ſtems, ſuch as Happy Souls may inhabit after 
they are here diſlodg'd. And to begin with the 
Air, according to reiterated \Experiments try'd 
upon it, it is an Elaſtick Springy Fluid, that up- 
on any Compreſſure of its Parts, acquires an 
Aptirude and Tendency, to refiſt the Blows of 
impinging Bodies, and return them with a migh- 
ty Force, when violently receiv'd. Now allow- 
ing the Parts of this Elaſtick Element circum- 
torced, and ſo conſtru'd together, as to form 4a 
liv ng Fabrick, I ſay that herein an inclos'd Spi- 
rit cannot fitly be accommodated, nor exert its 
Faculties with that Convenience it was wont to 
do in an earthly Houſe ; becauſe it muſt derive 
its Senſibility either from a flow or violent Per- 
cuſſion of the Sentient Parts, which err 
WI 
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will evaniſh, if we look forward to the Abſur- 
dities that flow from each. For if the Aerial 
Senſory is bur gently preſs'd, like a Human Brain 
in its beſt Diſpoſition, the Senſitive Fibrills will 
remain inflexible at ſo eaſy a Shock and Percuſ- 
ſion, as is evident from the Figure A that fol- 


lows s 
488292 


which being a Senſitive Fibrill conſiſting of 
four Corpulcles, if the impellent Force ſtrikes 
it lowly, as the animal Spirits ſmite a Human 
Senſory, the Elaſtick Corpuſcles can withſtand 
the Impulſe, being the ſtrongeſt Particles in this 
Compoſure, by reaſon of their frequent Round- 
ings and Circumvolutions about the Spiral Cen- 
tres. And conſequently, a Senſory, where ma- 
y- ny ſuch Fibrills are complicated and interwoven, 
cry would be entirely uſeleſs and inorganical in Re- 
hel lation to an inhabiting Soul, which for want of 
da ſufficient Motion to agitate this Aerial Source 
of Senſation, muſt remain inoperative and lethar- 
an gick for ever. A Fiercer Impulſe than this then 
of is requir'd to ſubdue the Obſtinacy of Aerial Fi- 
h- brills, before a Soul becomes wakeful and ſen- 


v. tient by any Impreſſions made upon them. 


n- Which leads me to examine, to what Degree of 
i Senſibility ſuch a Motion would rouze the Soul, 
that ſhould change the Figure and Situation of 
any Corpuſcle in the Figure B. 


2 880-809 


And in order to determine the Perceptibility a- 


i rifing from ſuch a Concuſſion of the Scntiens 
arts, 
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Parts, let us ſuppoſe the Fibrill compos'd of ſeven 


Corpuſcles, and the Impellent Cauſe to impi 
gy the 4th, fo as to inflect its * 
change it into an oval Shape: Then it's evident 
that by this Action, the incurvate or oblong Par- 
ticle would diſengage itſelf from the adjacent 
Parts, and at the ſame Time preſs them to a 
cloſer Contact, than what was natural in Reſt 
and Immobility. From whence muſt proceeda 
complicated Pain, occaſion'd by a Diſtention and 
a Conltriftion in the ſame Fibrill at the ſame 
Time ; a Diſtention of that Part repreſented by 
the Corpuſcle C, and a Conſtriction of thoſe Parts 
lying beyond ir. The oval Particle thus ſhoot- 
ing off the neighbouring Corpuſeles on both 
ſides. is accompany'd by ſome Degree of that Pain, 
which the Soul feels in its Incarnation, when 
the Body is rack'd in all its Parts, andthe Nerves 
pluck'd from the Medulla Oblongata, the com- 
mon Centre in which they terminate. And by 
the Elongation of the ſame Corpuſcle, the ultra- 
jacent Parts being ſcrew'd and preſs'd together, 
in the Act of Colliſion, thoſe Pains muſt enſue 
thereupon, that attend Convulſions of the tetanous 
Kind, proceeding from too great a Contraction 
of the Nervous Subſtance. Therefore ſuch 2 
powerful and irreſiſtible Cauſe, as theſe Fibrills 
require to vibrate them, would pour into a Soul 
more dolorous Senſations than we are able to 
imagine. For if we are now inſtantly diſorder'd 
upon any Exceſs of Motion, raiſed in ſoft medul- 
lary Filaments that yield caſily to impellent 
Powers, what muſt theſe Torments be, ariſing 
from the Encounter of a moſt obſtinate Percuſſion 
and Reſiſtance? Certainly a Soul thus embody d 
could never enjoy a Moment of Indolence 1 for 
om 
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from what is obſervable concerning Aerial Cor- 
{cles included in a diſtended Veſicle, how vio- 


ntly they reſiſt a 8 Power, we may 


reaſonably conjecture that the lighteſt Impr 

ſion on an Aerial Senſory might create a Diſtra- 
ction in the Soul remedileſs and inappeaſable. 
And from all theſe Things it is obvious, thas 
Aerial Organiſm is inconſiſtent with: Glory and 
Happineſs, ſince it tends either to ſmother up the 


Soul in Inſenſibility, or to make it endure Pain 


and Uneaſineſs; according to the eaſy or forcible 
Percuſſion of the Senſitive Fibres by Impulſive 
Cauſes. | 

AE RIAL Vehicles being therefore but ima- 
ginary Fabricks, let us ſee it the Ather be a fit- 
ter Element for the Formation of living Bodies, 
wherein Bleſſed Souls may be accommodated in 
a State of Tranquillity and Repoſe ? And I doubt 
not but I ſhall be able to prove, with inconteſti- 
ble Evidence iſſuing from its inherent Qualities, 
that it hath a natural and an incurable Indiſpo- 
—— for a bleſſed Frame and Contexture of 

arts. 

TR Ather is known by its Effects, to be a 
volatile and reſtleſs Fluid, that ſurrounds and en- 
counters all other Bodies, and by a Kind of an 
Immenſity overſpreads in ſome Degree or other 
the whole mundanous Space. It is that elemen- 
tal Fire that diſſolves the moſt coherent Me- 
tals, ſhakes the ponderous Bowels of the Earth, 
roots up the Adamantine Mountains, and which 
if it were as denſe a Subſtance, as the Body of 
the Sun from whence it flows, would kindle the 
Conflagration of this World. And therefore it 
is evident, that Ætherial Particles, when compa- 
ginated together, muſt conſtitute a Metallick 

D 2 Body, 
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Body, the moſt dolorous Vehicle for a te 
Soul of all that are producible. For what Pluid, 
but the ÆEtherial Element, bath Briskneſs enough 
and Activity to agitate a Senſory endow'd with 
the utmoſt Solidity and Coherence? And if the 


Animal Spirits of this tenacious Body are of an 


Fcherial Temperament and Diſpoſition, can 
there be an End of thoſe Torments which we 
may expect concomitant ? Doubtleſs a Soul in- 
carceratcd in ſuch a Syſtem, where Fire and 
Flame is the circulating Fluid, muſt receive per- 
petual Senſations of Combuſtion, and groan un- 
der Torments inſupportable. And there wants 
no more to be ſaid, to overthrow Ætherial Ve- 
hicles, ſince they are as inconſiſtent as Hell it- 
ſelf, with the State of the Bleſſed. | 


ENQUIRY VI. 


Whether there are any Grounds of Aſſurance 
for believing that ſome Happy Souls have 
been incorporated after Mortality ? And 
if there is certain Evidence hereof, 
what Sort of Bodies did they aſſume, 
when they return'd to the World? And 
what was the End and Deſign of their 
appearing to the Living? 


T HERE are very ſtrong Grounds of Aſſu- 
rance for believing that ſome happy Souls 
have after Death been inveſted with Bodies, _— 
monly 
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monly call'd Apparitions, for both the Senſes ang 
Traditional Teſtimony concurr to verify this Opi- 
nion. | 
TE Senſes comprehend the general 8 
toms of Viſibility, , Ghoſtly 
attending: And by Traditional Teſtimony, I un- 
derſtand a Relation faithfully deliver'd by a cre- 
dible Author. | | 
Ap to begin with the Symptoms of Viſi- 
bility : Whoſoever perceives an Object thro' the 
Organs adapted to Viſible Objects; if his Eyes 
are © when he ſees it, as at other Occaſi- 
ons of wakeful State; and if he be in ſound 
Health of Body, and hath the entire uſe of his 
Mind, he may believe upon the greateſt Aſſu- 
rance attainable by his Faculties, that there is a 
Cauſe operating without him, which the Or- 
gans themſelves could not produce: For to per- 
ceive an Object rhro' the Organs of Sight, is as 
ſure an Argument of its outward Exiſtence, as 
that whereby we prove there arc Stars in the 
Firmament, and Mountains on the Earth. 
2. IN all outward Viſibility, the Idea as it 
were forceth itſelf into the Mind, and intrudes 
upon us whether we will or no. Thus while 
we turn our Eyes towards the Sun, we cannot 
avoid having the Idea he produces in us, nor 
can it be laid aſide at Pleaſure, like other Ideas 
in the Imagination and Memory; but fo long as 
we behold it, we are incapable of entertaining 
any other Idea at the ſame Time. In like man- 
ner, when a Man looking ſtraight before him, 
diſcovers an Object ſuppos'd to be an — 4 
it's plain that that Idea makes a forcible Entry 
into his Underſtanding, and will with-hold his 
Attention from all other Objects, long as it 
D 3 remains 
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temains in Sight, And therefore he muft needs 
conclude, that it is ſome exteriour Caufe, and 
the brisk acting of ſome Object without him, 
whoſe Efficacy he cannot reſiſt, that produceth 
that Idea againſt his Conſent and Choice. He 
is ſure it is not bare Imagination, for there is 
no Body who doth not perceive the Difference 
in himſelf, between contemplating the Sun, and 
this very Object in his Wemeey! and looking 
upon their Ideas convey'd thro' the Viſional Or- 
gans. And therefore he hath certain Knowledge 
that they are not Creatures of his Mind, an 
F ancies only within him; but that Objects ex · 
inne without, are the Cauſes of thoſe Ideas. 
HE firſt Step being taken towards the Tryal 
of an Apparition, which is to know Whether it 
is an outward Object, or only a Birth of the I- 
agination ; the ſecond ſucceeds, whereby the 
egitimacy of this 7 is determined, and 
Real Apparitions are diltinguiſh'd from thoſe of 
the deluſiye Kind, that too frequently abuſe 
vulgar Belief. And for Direction in this other 
Advance of our Diſcovery, one at leaſt of the 
following Circumſtances muſt come forward, or 
all be wanting, before we can certainly inform 
our ſelves, that an Object is, or is not, a real 
Spear r. If it's view'd in a Station the 


pectator ſaw bath vacant and occupy'd at one 
erception. 2. If it makes its Acceſs to, or 
Receſs from him, thro' ſuch denſe and compa- 
&ed Subſtances, as are impenetrable by Human 
Creatures. 3dly, If it hath the Voice, Genius 
and Likeneſs of a deceas'd Friend and Acquain- 


tance: or 4thly, If it diſcourſeth of paſt Tranſ- 
actions conceal'd from the Intelligence of others. 
If any of theſe Circumſtances, I fay, appears, it 

ſufficeth 
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ſufficeth to denote to a 8 or the Legitimacy 
of his — — and with the precedi — 
of Viſibility, gives him the greateſt zinty of 
Senſible Know of having ſeen a real Ap- 
tion. fthly, If an hcommon Object pro- 
eſieth of an Event, and that accordingly comes 
>fth out of rhe Womb = 3 or if 
pon its Appearance, a rizing Accident en- 
une er of theſe Calls, the Spectacle is 
genuine and lepitimate. 

TE ſecond Ground of Aſſurance for belie- 
ving that ſome Apparitions have had a real Ex- 
iſtehce, is Traditional Teſtimony and Record, which 
tho! it falls ſhort of that Light and Evidence 
that blazes on Seaſation- Proof; yet when con- 
vey'd by a ereditable Witneſs, it amounts to 
that Degree of Knowledge, which is ſtil'd by 
us Hiſtorical Certainty; a ſufficient Conviction 
in other Matters, and therefore ſhould take Place 
in this: For to refuſe che Voucher's Teſtimony, 
if a Perſon of Honour and Veraeity, about an 
Object occurring to his Senſes, and diſcovering 
irſelf a Phantom by attendant Circumftances, 
weuld give a mighry Shock to all Traditional 
Knowledge, and for ever render it uncertain. 
And wholoever diſcredirs ſuch a Relation, may 
equally condemn all Proofs but Senſe and De- 

WHEREFORE, tho' the Plurality of Man- 
kind is apt to ſpeak irreverently of Apparitions, by 
calling them the Creatures of a fearful and cre- 
dulous Mind, Deluſions of the Fancy, and the like, 
let us ſeriouſly conſider with our ſelves, the 
Grounds of all Traditional Knowledge; and if 
we find theſe to concurr in ſupporting the Exi- 


ſtence of ſome Ghoſtly Objects, no higher Evi- 
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dence can be expected afterwards, but Senſation 
ſpoken of above. It's true, we are not bound to 
believe the Legitimacy of every Apparition that 
is the Subject of popular Diſcourſe; for I am 
ſatisfy'd, there are numberleſs Impoſtures, that 
never had a real Exiſtence: But to disbelieve the 
Exiſtence of an out ward Object, atteſted by one 
of untainted Credit, who affirms that the Idea 


Caſes of Morality and Juſtice would — unſuſpe- 


incredulous as to conteſt the Exiſtence of Gholt- 
ly Objects, becauſe thereof they have not been 
Witneſſes, may upon the 2 diſprove 


all antient Hiſtories, and modern Occurrences no 


leſs, at any Diſtance from their Senſes. And 
ſurely they cannot be affronted, tho' their Te- 
ſtimony ſhould be queſtioned, concerning For- 
reigners whom they had ſeen, and beheld itine- 
rant among them. 2 

Wu x hath been ſaid on Apparitions is ap- 
plicable to all our Stories, and will ſerve to inform 
us, which are certain, which are probable, and 
which incredible and falſe. 

AND now to adduce ſome Inſtances of infal- 
lible Veracity concerning Ghoſts and Appari- 
tions, I ſhall begin with that of Samuel, thus 
recorded in the Holy Writings.  * 


And 
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And Samuel ſaid to Saul, why haſt thou diſqui- 1 Sam. 
ted me, to bring me An Saul anſwered, 9 
1 am ſore — — the Philiſtines make War gf 
againſt me, and is departed from me, and an- 
ſwereth me no more, neither by Prophets, nor by 
Dreams. Therefore' 1 have called thee, that thou 
nayeſt make known unto me what I fhall do. 

Then ſaid Samuel, wherefore then doſt thou ask 
of me, — the Lord is departed from thee, and be- 
come thine Enemy ? 

And the Lord hath done to him, as he ſpake by 
me: For the Lord hath rent the Kingdom out of 
thine Hand, and given it to thy Neighbour, even 
to David. | | Wk 

Becauſe thou obeyedſt not the Voice of the Lord, 
nor executedſt his fierce Mrath upon Amalek, there- 

— bath the Lord done this Thing to thee this 

ay. | 2 
Moreover the Lord will alſo deliver Iſrael with 
thee into the Hand of -the Philiſtines- Aud 10 
morrow ſhalt thou and thy Sons be with me : The 
Lord alſo ſhall deliver the Hoſt of Iſrael into the 
Hand of the Philiſtines, | ; 


Aa ERAS MYZS EEHECCLAGACES SE GS 


In the preceding Part of this Chapter we 
find the Philiſtines invading IJſrael with a formid- 
able Army, whereupon Saul had Recourſe to 
the Lord for Direction and Advice at ſo diſmal 
and dark a Junfture. Bur receiving no Reſpon- 
|- WH fes from the ſacred Oracles, he went obſcurely to 
i- a Witch at Endor, requeſted her to divine unto 
Is him, and to raiſe up Samuel by her familiar Spi- 
rit; whereunto the Woman conſenting, we read 
that Samuel appear'd without the uſe of any Ma- 

ick, to the great Aſtoniſhment of both. Then the 
Paſſage I have narrated ſhews the 1 
0 
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of the Soveraign and the Prophet on this remark. 
able .Occafion: And Sama ſaid to Saul, why 
haft thou diſquieted me to bring me up? He com- 
plain'd that he was diſturb'd in his 1 

uſineſt that 


and wonder'd what ſhould be the 1 
call'd him back to the Earth? And Sani an. 
ſwer'd, / am ſore diſtreſ ; for the Philifline 
make War againſt me, and God is _—_— from 
me, an/wereth me no more, neither by Prophets no 
by Dreams; therefore I have call d thee, that thu 
may'ſi make known unto me what I ſhall do. He 
told him in effect, that now he was to lay 
Load of Griefs and Cares at his Feet, and to 
ſhew him how impetuouſly his Affairs had run 
backwards, ſince the Day he was array'd in Roya 
— — and anointed the Lord's Vicegerent: He 
ſaid he deſir d an Interview with Impatience, to 
diſcoyer to him an Unhallow'd Hand tearing the fol 
Diadem from his Head, and overturning a tre- Dix 
mendous Monarchy, form'd by a long Succeſſion 
of Miracles, He told, he long'd for this + 
tunity, to let him ſee the forlorn drooping Con- be 
dition of a Man abandon'd by the Alnigbiy, Con- 
fuſion misframing all his Counſels, and Irreſolution ¶ jeh 
marring his nobleſt Attempts: He declar'd fi - K. 
nally, that his main Deſign was this, to beſeech i ( 
him as his ancient Guardian to propound Mea- i h»s 
ſures of Security, againſt the Invaſion of the un- 
circumcis'd Heſs. 

To Saul's Complaints the Apparition anſwer'd, 
that God's Decree for rejecting him was un- 
changeable, that now the Storm did appear, 
and Vengeance was juſt upon his Back; for the 
Morrow was the appointed Day for diſhpating 
his Force, and hurrying both ham and his Sons 
into the other State. 

| Wulch 
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Wulf cu Predictions accordingly came to paſs; 


iner diſcomfired the Hebrews, and put them to 


4 his Brethren, and wounded the King him- 
If; who cnrag'd by Calamity, and for Fear of 
alling into the Power of the Enemy, 
If a mortal Thruſt, bein _ 
loudy and unfortunate, In a Word, there is 
ch a Harmony between this Prophecy and the 
vent, - that 8 — — our 
Reaſon, deny thoſe Emergencies to have been 
retold b Samuet's Apparition. 
Ir could not be the Devil in Samuels Form, 
ya hat propheſy'd Saul's Cataſtrophe and Ruin; 
or there is a viſible Diſcord and Oppoſition be- 
ween the Prophecies of Satan and the Events 
ollowing thereupon; which from an Inſtance in 
Divine Hiftory I ſhall- prove and confirm. 


dr. And they 
between Syria and Iſrael. 


ve him- 
a Life ſo 


n-il And it came to paſs in the third Year, that ** | Begin- 
on Wſchoſaphat zhe King of Judah came down to the 38. 


fie ¶ King of Iſrael. 

ch (And the King of Iſrael /aid unto his Servants, 

ea · ¶ brow ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we 

in: be fill and take it not out of the Hand of the 
King of Syria?) 

d, nd be ſaid unto Jehoſaphat, wilt thou go with 

ge to Battle to Ramoth-Gilead ? And Tehoſa- 

phat /aid to the King of Iſrael, I am as thou 

he art, my People as thy People, and my Horſes as 

"Si thy Horſes. 

ns And Jehoſaphat ſaid unto the King of Iſrael, 
enquire I pray thee at the Word of the Lord to- 

Hay. Then 


diſorderly Flight, wherein they flew Jonathan 


continued three Nears without War Kin 


43 


r we read that when the Armies met, the Phi- Chap-xxxi, 


to Ver, 


44 
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Then the King of Iſrael gather'd the Prophet 


together, about four. hundred Men, and ſaid unt: 
them, ſhall 1 go againſt Ramoth- Gilead to Battl, 
or ſhall I forbear ? Aud they ſaid, go up; fu 
_ Lord ſhall deliver it into the, Hand of th 
ing. 1 e e 
4 Jehoſaphat /aid, it there not here a Pro. 
on Ll the Lord. beſides, that we might enquire f 
1 8 4 8 Aer 
And the King of Iſrael ſaid. unto Jehoſaphat ; 
there is yet one Man (Micalah he Son of 1mlah) 
by whom we may enquire of the Lord; but I ban 
him, for he doth not propheſy. Good concerning me, 


but Evil. And Jchoſaphat ſaid, let not the King 


e . 
en the King of Iſrael call d an Officer, and 
ſaid, haſten hither Micaiah the Son of Imlah. 

And the King of Iſrael and ogy pars the King 
of Judah /at. each on bis Throne, having put on 
their Robes, in a void Place in the Entrance of the 
Gate of Samaria, and all. the Prophets propheſy'd 
before them. 2 5 | 

And Zedekiah the Son of Chenaanah made him 
Horns of Iron; And be ſaid, thus ſaith the Lord, 
with theſe ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians until thou 
have conſumed them. | 

And all the Prophets propheſy'd ſo, ſaying, go up 
to Ramoth-Gilead and proſper : For the Lord ſhall 
deliver it into the King's Hand. 

And the Meſſenger that was gone to call Mi- 
caiah, /pake unto him, ſaying, Behold now, tht 
Wards ' of the Prophets declare good unto the King 
with one Mouth: Let thy Word, I pray thee, be 
like the Word of one of them, and ſpeak that which 


is good. 
| 8 And 
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And Micaiah ſaid, As the Lord liveth, what the 
Lord ſaith unto me, that will I ſpeak. 
So be came to the K ing, and the King ſaid un- 


lead to Battle, or ſhall we forbear ? And he anſwer d 
bim, go, and 2 : for the Lord ſhall deliver it 
into the Hand of the King. 

And the King ſaid unto him, how many Times 


ſball I adjure thee, that thou tell me nothing but 


that which is true in the Name of the Lord? 
And he ſaid, I ſaw all Iſrael ſcatter d upon the 


Hills, as Sheep that have not a Shepherd: And 


tbe Lord ſaid, theſe have no Maſter, let them return 
wery Man to his Houſe in Peace. | 

And the King of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſaphar, 
lid not I tell thee that he would propheſy no Good 

concerning me, but Evil? | 

And he ſaid, hear thou therefore the Word of 

the Lord: I ſaw the Lord fitting on his Throne, 
ind all the Hoft of Heaven ſtanding by him, on his 
night Hand, and on his left. 

And the Lord ſaid, who ſhall perſwade Ahab 
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead ? 
And one ſaid on this manner, and another ſaid on 
that manner. | 

And there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before 
the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſwade him. | 

And the Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith? 
ind be ſaid, I will go forth and I will be à lying 
pirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets: And the 
Lord hath ſpoken Evil concerning thee. 

But Zedekiah the Son of Chenaanah went near, 
ind ſmote Micaiah on the Cheek, and ſaid, which 
va) * Spirit of the Lord from me to ſpeak 
unto thee 


And 


to him, Micaiah, ſball we go againſt Ramoth-Gi- 
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And Micaiah ſaid, behold thou ſhalt ſee in-thi 
Day, when thou ſbalt go into an inner Cham! 
to hide thy ſelf. 

And the King of Iſrael ſaid, take Micaiah, 4 
carry bim back unto Amon the Governour of th 
City, and to Joaſh the King's Son : | 

And ſay, thus ſaith the King, put this Felln 
in the Priſon, and feed him with Bread of 4 
Biftion, and with Water of Afliction, until I rn 
in Peace. 

And Mieaiah ſaid, if thou return at all i 
Peace, the Lord bath not ſpoken by me. And l 
ſaid, hearken, O People, every one of you. 

So the King of Iſrael ond Jahhol hat the Ka 
of Judah went up to Ramoth-Gilead. 

Aud the King of Iſracl /aid unto Jehoſaph 
T will e my 15 —— enter _ — 2 
but thou on thy Robes. And the King 
le! þ 
# 


iſguis'd himſelf and went into the By 


But the King of Syria commanded his thirty tu 
Captains, that had Rule over his Chariots, ſayin 
17 neither with [mall nor great, ſave only wil 
the King of Iſrael. | 

And it came to paſs when the Captains | 
the Chariots ſaw jch oſaphat, that they ſaii 
ſurely it is the King of Iſrael. And they turn 
afide to fight againſt him: And Jeholaphat cri 
out | 


Aud it came to paſs when the Captains of 16 
Chariots perceiv'd that it was not the Ai 


* that they turn d back from pus ſuii 
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And a certain Man drew a Bow at @ Ven- 
ure, and [mote the King of Iſrael between the 
Foints of the TP: wherefore be ſaid unto 
te Driver of his Chariot, turn thine and 
carry me out of the Hoſt, for I am wounded. 
And the Battle: encreaſed that Day: And the 
ling was ſtayed up in bis Chariot againſs the Sy- 


the Wound, into the midſt of the Chariot, 
And there went 4 Proclamation throughout the 

Hoſt, about the going down of the Sun, ſaying, e- 

very Man to his City, and every Man to his own 


I they. buried the King in Samaria. 


concerning Ahab's Expedition; the one was 
dictated by the * Devil, and promis'd him 
victorious Fortune, bur he fell a Victim before 
che Town, and the Enterprize prov'd unſuc- 
vin ceſsful: The other, breath'd into Micaiab by 

God, was gloomy and diſcouraging, but corre- 
a with the Event, namely, Abab's tragick 

An from hence it is demonſtrable that the 
Feducer appear'd not to Saul; for why ſhould he 
be ingenuous with him, fince he was treache- 
tous to ab? The Devil accelerated the Siege 
of Ramoth- Gilead, and ſmilingly deceitful, led 
Abab forth to Deſtruction in a fatal Security 


* 


* Lucifer i. the Lying Siri of whom Micaiah in his Viſiow ſpeaks; 
elle Jo Aﬀemblies mention'd 42 
Job. Chap. i. Verſe 2. aud Chap. ii. Verſ. i. 


; and 


rians, and died at Even: And the Blood ran out 


runtry. | | 
Ll So the King died, and was brought to Samaria, 


We find two Prophecies in this Narration 
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and Repoſe. But Juſtice frowns in Sam! 
Face, he ſpeaks reſentingly to Saul, and his Pro. 
heſy is like Micaiab's, candid and impartiil 
e ask'd him with much Concern, and by wiz 
of Reprimand, Since the Lord hath forſaken yo, 
why do you' ſeek Advice of me ? He confirm'd hi 
former Propheſy which devolv'd the Succeſlin 
on David. And his laſt Words to Sau! wer 
theſe, To morrow the Lord will deliver 1ſrael im 
the Hand of the Philiſtines, and to morrow ſhalt 
thou and thy Sons be with me, i. e. to morroy 
the Philiftines will fight in Triumph, and to 
morrow ſhalt thou and thy Sons be with me 
in the State of the Departed. 
THe Time in which the Propheſy was re 
veal'd ſets forth the Narrative therein contain 
with Perſpicuity and Evidence, and ſo materia 
an Advantage we cannot o'er-paſs in Silence, 
but ſhall work it up with the other Colours that 
have been vicw'd in this Piece. Wherefore 1 
affirm, that SamuePs appearing to Saul the Night 
before he met his Deſtiny, accords with a me- 
1 Sam. xy, morable Paſſage written in the ſame Book, giv- 
35. - ing us an Account, that after he had reproved 
Saul for Parciality to the Amalakites, be came m 
more to ſee him until the Day of his Death. Again, 
he appear'd not to him ar preceding Importuni- 
ties for Revelation; becauſe David having been 
anointed King, the Prophets were to ſteer his 
Helm, forſaking the rejected Monarch by God's 
Example and Inſtruction. But he came now to 
let him know that his Life and Reign were ex- 
iring, and to check him ſeverely, for enquiring 
fo often at the Mouth of Propheſy, fince he knew 
it was ſtopt for his Diſobedience and Injuſtice. 


And laſtly, Samuel appear'd to Saul in the Pre- 
| ſence 
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#2); Mſence of an infamous Sorcereſs, to expoſe the Im- 
pro · ¶ potence and Deluſiveneſs of her Diabolical Art. 
til The Witch intended to raiſe a Devil, and behold 
way ne ſaw a God, and wonder'd the Appearance 
you, vas fo unlike her belliſh Tribe. And therefore 
i hs when the King ask'd her concerning the Object 
Ton nis d up, ſhe faid, I /aw Gods aſcending out of the 
ver WEarth. 80 that the Aſcent of Samuel was a 
im Divine Operation, and not a Necromantick Ef- 
bat ſect, as ſome groundleſly pretend. For if the 
on (Ml Woman us'd any Ceremony, before the Ghoſt 
to roſe from the Ground (a Conceſſion we are not 
m:Moblig'd ro make) it was vain and inſignificant, 
and like the fruitleſs Attempts of the Magicians 
re-M zgainſt Moſes, to carry the Power of the Devil 
u beyond its Bounds. | 
ria T 1s manifeſt from what hath been deliver'd, 
ce, that Saul ſaw. a Ghoſtly Shape, the Fact being 
hat atteſted by God himſelf, who will not deceive or 
> I (cduce us. And the Hebrews, who are the beſt 
zh Expounders of their own Hiſtory, and the E- 
vents therein related, aſſiſt us with all their Suffra- 
for to prove the Apparition SamuePs Shade. 
or the Confirmation hereof, I appeal to Jeſus 
the Son of Sirach, an approv'd Author among 
the Jews, who writes his Character and Elogy 
in the following manner as is exprels'd. | 


Samuel the Prophet of the Lord, beloved of bis gaocleſiaſti- 
Lord, eſtabliſhed a Kingdom, and anointed Princes cus xlvi. 
over his People. from c 

By the Lord he judg'd the Congregation, and the i C. 
Lord had Reſpef unto Jacob. | 

By bis Faithfulneſs he was found à true Pro- 
phet, and by bis Words he was known to be faith- 
ful in Viſion. 

| E : ; He 


5 


The Intermediate State 
He calłd apoy the. mighty Lord, when bis Em. 
mies preſs d upon him on every Side, when: be offerel 
the ſucking Lamb. woe 
Ant the Lord thundered from Heaven, and with 

a great Noiſe made his Voice to be heatd. 

And he deſtroyed the Rulers of the Fyrians, aud 
the Princes of the Philiftines. © © . * 
And before his laſt Sleep, be made Proteſtationt 
in the Sight of the Lord, and of his Anpinted, | 
have not taken any Man's Goods, ſo much as 4 Shot; 
and no Man did atcuſe him. | 

And after his Death he propheſy'd, and fbew' 
the King his End, and lift up his Voice from th 
Forts in Propheſy to blot. out the Wicketne(s of tht 

_— 7 1 


To thefe Things I further add, as a new Im- 
8 upon the Head; that the Genius, 
oice, and Likeneſs of Sami were imperſon- 
able by the Evil Spirir: For the Tranſubſtanti- 
ation of one Perſon or Spirit into another, is as 
ſhocking to Philoſophy, as the Tranſmuration of 
Bodies; the Eſſential Properties of Subſtance 
being fix'd and incommunicable. The Devil 
therefore is as unable to aſſume the Perſonality 
of- a Saint, as he is to transform his vicious Di- 
ſpoſition into a-good and virtuous Nature. 

2. ANOTHER Teſtimony. for our Purpoſe, i 
the Depoſition of three qi wh ſhewing that 
Moſes and Elias appear'd at the Transfiguration Wl I 
of our Saviour, and were ſeen by three Diſciples ep 
engag'd with him in cloſe Diſcourſe. Which tte 
remarkable and glorious Interview is thus re- Th 
corded in the Goſpel Books. tha 


And 
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<1 


28 


=DT 2 8 


F. 8. 33. FITS 


of BLB SS 806187 
* © And it came o paſs. about an 
red WY #h:/e ſayings, he took Peter, and John, and James, 
a went up into a Mountain to pray. 


ering. 
l ta behold, there talk'd with him two Men, 
which were Moſes and Elias. 

Who appeared in Glory, and ſpake of his De- 
ceaſe which he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem. 

But Peter and they that were with him, were 
„  bravy wh Sleep: and when they were awake they 
the — his Glory, and the two Men that ſtood with 


And it tame to paſs, as they departed from him, 
Peter ſaid unto Jeſus, Maſter, it is good for us to 
be here; and let us nate three Tabernacles, one for 
Thee, and one for Moſes, and one for Elias not 
Du what he ſaid. | 
be thus ſpake there came & Clond, and 
er-ſhadowed them: and they feared as they 
ren imo the Clond. 

Anil there tame a Voier ont of the Cloud, ſaying, 
This is my beloved Son, bear him. 5 

Aud when the Voict was paſt, Jeſus was found 
Di- BW one + ant they Rept it cloſe, aud told no Man in 
44 Days any of thoſe things which they had 
un. 5 


ion The Proof I have adduc'd, is beyond all Ex- 
les N eption; for it eannot here be pretended that 
ich tte Diſciples were aſleep all the Time fuch 
re- Things were actedʒ becauſe it is expreſly written 
tar after they were awake they ſaw Jeſus tranſ- 
gur d before * heard him proclaim'd —— 
2 


FL 

F: Days after Mat. xvii. 
to ver. 10. 
Mark ix, 
from v. 2 to 


ith And as be prayed, the Faſhion of his Countenance o. Luke 
was altered, and his Raiment was white and gli- |. _ 


v. 


37+ 


52 


Numb. 


vv. 12, 


13.14. 


Meut. iii. 


126 24 25 
20, 27. 
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Son of God, beheld the Apparitions of the Pro- 
phets; and then it was St. Peter propos'd the 
erecting of Tabernacles for the three Divine 
Perſons with them on the Mount. 
Neither can it bealledg'd that Moſes and Elias 
appear'd in their former Bodies miraculouſly 
preſerv d. Firſt, the Conjecture is falſe of Moſes; 
tor from the Repeated Aſſurances, in his Pil- 
grimage, that he ſhould not enter into the Ho 
Land, together with the Reaſon of his Ex- 
cluſion, and his fervent but fruitleſs Prayer for 
Admittance, we may gather, that the Inhibition 
was not only forcible at that Time, bur alſo pre- 
ſerv'd its Authority throughout all ſucceeding 
Ages, inſt the transferring of his Body into 
Iſrael's Inheritance. What elſe can be the full 
Meaning of the following Paſſages of Scripture? 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moles, get thee up into this 
Mount Abarim, and ſee the Land which I have 
given unto the Children of Iſrael. And when thou 
haſt ſeen it, thou alſo ſhalt be gathered unto thy People, 
as Aaron thy Brother was gathered. For ye re- 
belled againſi my Commandment (in the Deſert of 
Zin, in the Strife of the Congregation) to ſanctißj 
me at the Water before their Eyes: that is, the 
Water of Meribah, in Kadeſh in the Wilderneſs 
of Zin. . And I beſought the Lord at that Time, 
aying, O Lord God, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy 
Servant thy Greatneſs, and thy mighty Hand: For 
what God is there in Heaven, or in Earth, that can 
do according to thy Works, and according to thy 
Might? I pray thee let me go over and ſee the good 
Land that is beyond Jordan, that guodly Mountain 
and Lebanon. But the Lord was wroth with mt 
for your Sakes, and would not hear me : 17 
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Loyd ſaid unto me, let it ſuffice thee, ſpeak no more 
unto me of this Matter. Get thou up into the Top 
of Piſgah, and lift up thine Eyes Weſtward, and 
Northward, and Southward, and Eaſtward, and 
behold it with thine Eyes; for thou ſbalt not go 


12 


over this Jordan. And Moles went up from the Dev. 


Plains of Moab, unto the Mountain of Nebo, 10 
the Top of Piſgah, that is over againſt Jericho; 
and the Lord fſhew'd him all the Land of Gilead 
no Dan, and all Naphrtali, and the Land of 
Ephraim, and Manaſſeh, and all the Land of 
Judah anto the utmoſt Sea, and the South, and the 
Plain of the Valley of Jericho, and the City of 
Palm-Trees, unto ZLoar. And the Lord ſaid unto 
bim, this is the Land which I ſware unto Abra- 
ham, unto Iſaac, and unto Jacob, ſaying, I will 
give it unto thy Seed: I bave cauſed thee to ſee 
it with thine Eyes, but thou . not go over this 
ther. So Moſes the Servant of the Lord died there 
in the Valley of Moab, according to the Word of 
the Lord. And he buried him in a Valley of the 
Land of Moab, over againſt Beth-Peor. 

Let us conſider in theſe Quotations, the 
Immutable Divine Purpoſe to obſtruct the Paſ- 
lage of Moſes over Jordan with the Tribes, 
and there is Room enough to plead, that 
the Prophet's bodily Prelence never was in 
the Land of Promiſe. Secondly, The Appea- 
nnce of Elias was like this of Moſes, Ghoſtiy- 
Corporeal : For it is written of them both, 
that their Advent and Departure were miracu- 
lous and unaccountadle, hen the Diſciples 
came firſt upon the Mountain, they ſaw none 
beſides Jeſus and themſelves ; but immediately af- 
ter the Transfiguration, it is remark d as a W on- 

| E 3 der, 
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der, behold tus Men were talking with Bim aui 
And again, after they beard the Voice, and had 
recover'd of their Amazement, they ſaw no Mas 
there ſave Jeſus only. Therefore it was not E- 
lias's Natural Body that occurr'd to the Diſciples, 
for neither the Acceſſion nor Retreat of that 
would have been imperceptible; but like the 
Progreſhons of Human Objects, when they ap- 

roach to, or retire from us. From. whence it 
is demonſtratively certain, that Elias died like 
other Men, and was divorc'd from his Body, 
before the Chariot that carry'd him from the 
Earth, arriv'd at the Gates of Heaven. 

THESE two Scriptural Evidences of Hapy) 
Apparitions, overthrow the Plea of Scripture Si: 
lence, brought againſt our Doctrine and Point. 
And whoſoever remain non-convict by the In- 
ftances adduc'd, wink at the cleareſt Light, and 
reſiſt the Deciſion and Authority of the Sacral Bo 
Poice. | the 

HE RZUNTO I might amaſs ſeveral Teſtimo · ¶ Sec 
nies and Records, ot Human Conveyance, for ¶ ſuc! 
the Proof of Happy Apparitions z but having Sin 

inted out the Marks and Signatures of genu- ¶ dec 
ine and legitimate Objects, and ſhewn the — 
of examining a Tradition with Regard to ſuc 
Appearances, I refer the Reader to the beſt Nar- 
ratives his own Memory affords, derived cither 
from particular Perſons or publick Hiſtories, 
for the Tryal of the aforeſaid Rules. What! 
hereby do propoſe, is to make him active in 
the Receipt of Knowledge, and to diſcharge my 
ſelf of a Task, and an Incumbrance ſuperfluous. 
r 


1 ſhall 


of Buus6n0 SopLs,- 


| I ſhall next diſcuſs the ſecond Clauſe of the En- 

N quiry, and explain the Nature of thoſe Bodics 
| gat invelt Happy Souls, when they return to 
the World. | | 

Ir was a reignivg Principle in che primitive 
Times, that * Man was compounded of three 
Parts, an N Mind, a Vehicle for that 
Mind, and a Body. The Mind was call'd pet 
or YR, the Yehicle d Image or Soul, and 
the groſs Body awua. The Soul in which the 
Mind was lodg'd, was ſuppos'd exactly to reſem- 
ble the Body in phaſes agnitude and Features; 
for this being in the Bod 
Mold, ſo ſoon as ir goes forth, is properly the 
W of that Body in which it was enclos'd, 

HE Hypotbefis was conceiv'd in f, its 

Fame came into Greece, and it liv'd in Honour 
many Apes z hut now, for ſeveral Defects, ap- 
pour incredible to us. For firſt, in the Human 
the & 


there is not Space or Vacuity, to contain 
oul or Image in full and ample Dimenſions. 
0-f Sccondly, tho? the Body were capable to infold 
or ſuch a Likeneſs, yet we cannot perceive how the 
g ll 21militude mould ſubſiſt after the out ward Form 
u. decays : For if it grows with the Body in Sta- 
ure and Magnitude, and if the Features of both 
te identical, there is but one vital and confor- 
ning Principle, the Cauſe of thoſe Effects. And 
= ”__ 28 but one . n Bo- 
and the Image, when it's extinguiſh'd in one, 
, 7 ceaſes alſo in the other, "0 | 
/ 
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* See Mr. Pope Netw en the Ghoſt of Patrocius, inthe 230 Book 
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_ Txrs, and this only, is the Opinion, that hath 
been ſtarted concerning Apparitions; and ſo far 
is it from explaining them, by- ſuppoſing their 
outward Frames pre- exiſtent Parts of Men, that 
I diſcern not one Stone of a Foundation ro lay 
its Authority upon. | 2 

LEAVIN C then the Tracts of Darkneſi, 
wherein we will not find the Truth, I ſhall pur- 
ſue another Courſe, and examine Ghoſtly Syſtem 
as far as it is practicable, comparatively with Hu- 
man Bodies, that being the ſureſt way of carry: 
ing Light into their Nature. Which that I may 
perform, let us enquire what are their Conſti 

tuent Principles? Whether they are Modifyabl: 
into our voluntary Motions ? Whether they ar: 
Sanguiferous Bodies? Whether they are vitally 
united with the inhabiting Spirirs? And whether 
they are of an endurable, or a momentary Ex 
iſtence ? When we have given our Reſponſe: 
to theſe Interrogations, I doubt not but to 
find out ſomething certain of the corporcal Na- 
ture of Apparitions. Firſt, their ' Conſtituent 
Principles are covered with Obſcurity, and 'tis 
robable they will remain occult after infinite 
eſearches. But ſecondly, that they are Modi- 
fyable into our voluntary Motions, Obſervation 
clearly 8 Thirdly, they are not Sangui- 
* 5. Lake ferous Bodies, for our Saviour affirms * that 2 
xxiv. 39. Phantom hath neither Fleſh nor Bones. Fourth- 
ly, from hence it flows, that they are not vital- 
iy united with the -inhabiting Souls, for the 
Blood and animal Spirits being the Bonds of 
Union between Soul and Bog) „ Whereſoevcr 
theſe are — there is no ſuch Intercourſe 
and Alliance. Fifthly, Hence it is deducible, 
that they have only a Momentary Exiſtence go 
5 TN ce 
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fince the hg Spirits are not joyn'd with 
theſe by vital Bonds, why ſhould they long con- 
tinue in unorganized Syſtems ? And theſe Diſco- 
veries put together, ſhew that Ghoſtly Shades 
are impermanent and incarnous Bodies, Modi- 
fyable into our voluntary Motions, but depriy'd 
of We vital Bonds whereby Soul and Body are 
united. | 5 | 

I x ſuch ſublime and attenuated Syſtems, Sa- 

muel, Moſes and Elias made their Appearance, 
and all other happy Souls, excepting the Saints 


at Jeruſalem, ſpoken of by St. Matthew, + who 1 S. Math. 
at the Reſurrection of our Lord, broke the . 53+ 
Fetters of Mortality, aroſe from the Bed of Cor- 


— 2 and were reſtor'd to their Human Bo- 
ies. 5 

Bur the Anti- Phantomiſts objecting, that it 
is an unneceſſary Expedition for the Dead to 
come and Viſit the Living in poſthumous and 
inorganical Bodies; I ſhall diſpatch the laft 
Branch of the Enquiry; and notify the Reaſon, 
* Why the Separate Souls of Happy Men in new 
material Syſtems, diſcover themſelves unto Mortals. 
-"DovBTLEss, ſuch Objects return to us, 
to ſtand up for the Truth of our After-Exiſtence, 
when this ſhort Life is ended. 

THERE are ſome Separate Spirits appointed 
Sub-guardians of the Earth; and now and then 


their Envoys appear with Memorials from the 


other World, to maintain a Communication be- 


tween both States, and to dart Conviction into 


our Breaſts, that Souls exiſt after they are un- 
carnate. | | 
TE Jews enlightned by theſe Manifeſtati- 


ons, firmly beliey'd the Future Exiſtence, which 
| 4 important 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Fe 


S. Mark * when he walk'd upon the Waters, nor relaps'd 


The Intermediate State 
important Truth and Doctrine in the antien 


Revelation was not i and diſtinctly ſeen. 

As even under the Go/pel-ſbize, and in the 
Days of our Redeemer, ſuch Notices were {till 
continued, as is demonſtrated above, from the 
Apparitions of Meſes and Elias. Neither could 
the Diſciples have miſtaken Jeſus for a Phantom, 


vi. 48, 49 into the fame Error | immediately after his Re 


17 f. Lu 
xxiy. 37 


Which Opinion o P ility 


ke ſurrection, unleſs they had been perſuaded of the 


Reality and Frequency of Ghoſtly Objects. 


of Apparitions, he does not at all explode, but 
aſſigns the Cauſe of their Miſconception to be a 
wrong Act of the Judgment, in believing an 
Object a. Ghoſt, before they were rationally 
convinc'd, and had employ'd all their Senſes in 
the Diſcovery thereof. And ſo far is he from 
running down. their Belief of Apparitions, that 
he improves upon their Idea of them, and ren- 
— it more perfect, in telling what was the 
Difference between a Human and a Ghoſtly Be- 
ing ; be of good cheer (lays he) it is [: For @ 
Spirit bath not Fleſh and Bones as ye ſee me bave. 
From whence we are bound to learn, that tho' 
we live in the brighteſt Day, and have a new 
Bun in our Face, yet Ghoſtly Diſcoveries are 
helpful to us in carrying on our everlaſting 
Concernments: For Faith makes both a bolder 
and a ſurer Flight, when a ſenſible Mark is ct 
before it, than when no viſible Object ſtands in 
the way to regulate and direct our Courſe. And 
when we ſee with our —_ thoſe who have 
— the Mortal Line, or hear of them by cre- 
Aitable Tradition, the Ground of Aſſurance is ob- 
tuin d that is chicfly crav d by the n 
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of a future State of Things, when this Scene diſap» 
the pœars. 80 that Apparitions ſerve inſtead of Mis 
racles to enforce Reyeal'd Immortality, and to 
he reflect its Splendor on us. 

Arp the Conviction of auother Life, ariſing 


rial Syſtems, ſeems to be a Proof and Evidence 
deſigned by our Gracious Maker for the Advan- 
rage of all Nations. For it is not only ſervicea- 

© to us in accompanying our Lamp of Reve- 
lation thro? its Progreſs to the Eterual Countries ; 
but alfo by its own Brightneſs it illuminated the 
darkeſt Ages, and clear d up to the Heathens 
themſelves, two diſtinct Regions beyond the 
Grave, the great Receptacles of unbody'd Souls. 
It was becauſe this intermitting Light ſhone of- 
ten in the Pagan World, that Precu/us Julius, at 
the Death of Ramulus, ſo ſucceſsfully allay d the 
Ferment of the Populace, and remov'd its Suſ- 
piciou of the Senate, hy pphliſing abroad that 
the King appear d to him in the Way, whercat 
he was greatly ſurpriz'd, and deſir'd to fee his 
Face ; but Romulus repuls d the Requolt, ſaying, 
Go and tell my Fatherleſs Subjects, if they daily 
grow in Fortitude, the Gods will loud tbom conſtant 
Succours, and frike Invincibility into the Roman 
Arms, It was, I ay, the Frequency of Apes” 
ans in thoſe Days that gain'd Credit ro this Re- 
port, which otherwiſe would not have had ſuch 
an Effect upon the Multitude. 

AnD as the frequent Apparitions of Virtuous 
Men after Death, gave Aſſurance to the Pagans, 
that their Souls enjoy'd Immortal Happineſs, ſo 
the frighttul Spectres ſeen by Dion and Brutus, 
vere clear and convictive Evidences of the Mi- 
fery of Evil Spirits in an Inviſible State. — 

| tending 
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tending to corroborate the general Doctrine of 
Immortality, it will not improper in this 
Place to rehearſe what Plutarch writes concern- 
hem, tranſcribing the Story of Dion's firſt. 


ing t 
9 * WHiLz this Conſpiracy was on foot, 
Lives, Vol. © (vi. that of Calippus againſt Dion,) a ſtrange 
5-Pag-573- “ and dreadful Apparition was ſeen by Dion, as 


he ſate one Evening in the Gallery of his 
4 Houſe melancholy and thoughtful : Hearing a 
« {ſudden Noiſe, he turned about and faw at 
cc the End of the Room, by clear Day light, 
« tall Woman, in her Countenance and Garb 
6“ like one of the tragical Furies. Being amaz'd 
© and terribly affrighted, he ſent for ſome of 
© his Friends, and told them what he had ſeen, 
© entreating them to ſtay and keep him Com- 
« pany all that Night, for he was greatly afto- 
& niſh'd and pe lex'd, fearing that if he was 
& left alone t e Spectre would again appear to 
& him. He ſaw that no more; but a few Days after 
« his only Son, being grown almoſt to Man's 
& Eſtate, upon ſome Diſpleaſure he had taken 
& upon a childiſh and frivolous Occaſion, threw 
c himſelf —_— from the top of the Houſe, 
* and broke his Neck. | 

THr1s ſucceeds the Apparition that ſpoke to 
Brutus, and ſtil'd itſelf his Evil Genius, to raiſe 
within him criminating Thoughts, for my 
inſtrumental in aſſaſſinating his Benefactor, an 
wearing the deepeſt Dye of Ce/ar's Blood; and 
7 Sight is thus narrated by Plutarch in his 

1 | 


Plutarch? 4 + ABovurT the Time that they deſigned to 
Lives, Vol» 6 paſs out of Aſia into Europe [ Brutus and Caſ- 


— & fus] it was ſaid that a wonderful Apparition was 


& ſeen by Brutus: He was naturally given to much 
nt | „ watch 
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« watching, and being uſed to great Moderati- 
« on in y Dier, and —— perpetual Employ- 
ment, he allow'd but a very Portion of 
« Time for my He never ſlept in the Day- 
« time, and in the Night then. only when all his 
« Buſineſs was finiſh'd, and when every one elſe 
« being gone to Reſt, he had no Body to diſ- 
© courſe with him. But at this Time the War 
« being begun, having the whole State of it to 
« conſider of, and being very careful and ſolli- 
« citous of the Event, after his firſt Sleep which 
© he took moderately juſt after Supper, he ſpent 
all the reſt of the Ni ht in managing his moſt 
« urgent, Affairs; which if he had diſpatch'd in 
“Time, he employ'd himſelf in Reading till the 
% third watch; at which Time the Centurions 
and Tribunes were us'd to come to him for 
Orders. Thus one Night before he paſs'd 
“ out of Ala, he was very late all alone in his 
&© Tent, with a dim Light burning by him, all 
ce the reſt of the Army being huſh'd and filent ; 
& and muſing with himſelf and very thoughtful, 
© as he turned his Eye to the Door, he ſaw a 


terrible and ſtrange Appearance of a prodi- 


« gious and frightf y coming towards him 
« without ſpeaking. Brutus boldly ask'd it, 
e hat art thou ?* Man or God ? Or upon what 
& Buſineſs doſt thou come to us ? The Spirit an- 
ec ſwered, I am thy Evil Genius, Brutus: Thou 
& ſhalt ſee me at Philippi. To which Brutus not 


« at all diſturb'd replied, hen I will ſee Thee. * »plutarch's 
& And they ſay the ſame Night (before the Bat» Lives, Vol. 
&« tle of Philippi) the Viſion appear'd again to 5-**8:557+ 


©. Brutus, in the ſame Shape that it did before, 
“ but vaniſh'd away without ſpeaking. 1 
A | HE 
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Fur firſt of theſe Inſtances bein g arreſted by 
Dion, and the laſt by Brutus, and boch held iq 
Repute b fo great a — 12 as Plutarch, they 
deſerve alſo our ie Rege rd and Deference, eſpec al 
when we conſider the i Gireful Eventsthat Ow 
afterwards ; one whereof makes Dion'sa Porten- 
five; and the other, Brutus sa Prophetical Appa- 
tition. And tho” the Cenis of Bratus was con- 
teſted by Caſtur in the Romantick Strains of 
the Epicurean Sett, yet there is Reaſon to believe 
irs Reality, as long as the- Boundaries between 
Fancy and Senfation laſt. And leaſt we __ 
be thought to reflect unfairly upon Castus, 1 
ſhall write down his own Argument tranſlated 
from a true Record, chat ſo the Coaſtruction 


thereof may appear as it is. 


Lee, el © Maar Morn 
4. Pag. 6 38, « and related to him the 

639. « He being bred up in inciples' of Epicu« 

22 Philoſophy, and often us'd to dif 

te with Brutus concerning Matters of this 

« Nature, ſpoke to him thus upon this Oteaſr- 

« on; Brutus, # is the Opinion of our Set, that 

& all that we feel of ſee, is not real and tree; but 

« that our Senſe is a moſt and diteirful 

e Ming: The Mind which is more quick and ſub- 

« 7zile, moves and varies that into all manner of 

* Taeas, which have no real Exiftente in Nature,as 

i readily as we imprint any Form apow Var; /0 

« that it is eaſy for the Soul of Man, whith has 

« in it ſelf both that which forms, and that which 

« 3; formed, to vary #ſelf into what Shapes it pleas 

« ſos. This is evident from the ſuaeu Changes 

« of our Dreams, iti' which the Imuginarion, up- 


« on very ſlight Principles, repreſents to us all 
&« ſorts 


he went to Caſſius, 
col vine he had ſeen : 
r 
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@ forts of Paſſions of the Stul, and Appearances 
i 7 things ; for it is the Nature of the Mind 
4 1% be in perpetual Motion, and that Motion is 
* our Imagination and og ir But beſides all 
© this, in your Caſe, the Body being tired and 
* wort out with continual Labours and Cares, 
@ yaturally works upon the Mind, and keeps it in 
« Ss/penſe and Trouble. But that there ſhould be 


4 any ſuch thing as Demons or Spirits, or if there 


* were, that they ſhould have Human Shape, or 
* Yoice, of Power, that can reach to us, is al- 
i together improbable. "© 


Hz nx we ſee in this Hypotheſis, that the La- 
britity of the Senſes, the Souls ſelf-impreſſing Power, 
d the Paralleliſm and Affinity of diurnal Repre- 
ſentations to the Dreaming Fancy, are the Columns 
whereon it ſtands, and the Charms of Epicurus, 
for which the Reaſon of Caffius was to be repu- 
diared. And becauſe the elaboraze Argument 
prepoſſeſſes many to this Day with Prejudice a- 
gainſt Apparitions, as tho* they were not real 
Objects, I ſhall ſhew that theſe Principles are 
Enormities againſt Philoſophy and Experience. 
Firſt, the Mind forms no Senſations, nor varies it. 
F into what Shapes it pleaſes, as the Epicurean 
iſferts z for the Scenes are prepared for us, that 
appear before our Sight, and if there were no 
foreign Cauſes, no Senſations could be produc'd. 
We may view indeed the dark Traces left by 
Impreſſive Agents after their Removal or Ceſſa- 
tion, but to enſtamp a Senſation by the Power 
and Activity of the Underſtanding, it would be 
Madneſs to attempt, it being as great an Impoſ- 
bility, as it is for the Blind to diſcern Objects, 
or the Deaf to receive Sounds. The — Po- 
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fition falls with this, fot the Senſes do not deceiny 
us: Theſe are paſſive Faculties, and their Impteſ- 
| fions proceed not from themſelves ; Whertin then 
|| | lies the Fallacy, in informing the. Mind of all 
their Changes? Thirdly, although all the Im- 
| | preſſions of material Objects on our Souls, both 
I! when we ſleep and are awake, agree in this Re 
|| ſpect, that they are ſtrokes of equal Deepneſs, and 
1 raiſe the Mind to the ſame Pitch of Senftbility 
| (our Idea of the Sun while looking upon it in 
| the Firmament, being jul like the Idea of it in 
| a Dream) yet how different is the Mode of their 
Production; which the Epicureans deny. For 
| in a diurnal Senſation, the outward Organs ſtand 
| open, or there is a reciprocal ſtroke in the Brain 
| ; at the impreſſing of the Soul; and moreover 
when the ws; Ha is begun from without, all 
| | the Faculties become Witneſſes, and their Evi- 
1 dence is examined by the Reaſoning Power, that 
fits as Judge in the midſt of them, and deter- 
. mines according to the Strength of their Atte- 
x ſtations. Bur in nocturnal Senſibility, the Paſ- 
|| ſage to the Soul thro' the Body is obſtrufted, 
the Communication is cut off between us and the . 
Material Sphere, and the Judgment with its Aſ- 
ſiſtant the Memory ceaſing to operate, all Ob- 
jects which we ſec, ſeem to have real Exiſtence, 


even the Deceas d themſelves. 


I x we advert to theſe Things, we mult own 

and acknowledge, that Brutus was not deceiv'd A4. 

when he ſaw an > res : For he being then 
vigilant, with all his Faculties about him, and 


under the Conduct of his Reaſon, could by no 
means delirate, unleſs we likewiſe maintain that 
he always did ſo. | 


. Wur- 
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WHETHER theſe unhappy _— were 
1 WDiabolical Apparitions, of the Ghoſts of deceaſed 
el. Perſons, is not material ro debate, As the Caſe 
nen Mics before us, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe amiſs 

al Wor let them be embodyed Devils, they appear'd 
a the Human Semblance, and therefore we con- 


ott Wlude from thence, that the Vicious Part of our 
de Ppecies is doom'd to ſuffer Future Torments 
and Wand if they were two Separate Souls that appear 
ity Wn ſuch frightful Figures, the ſame Inference oc- 


_ 1 FWurs from their being incorporated. 


cr BerrorRes I diſmiſs this Head, I ſhall brin 
"or Wome Evidences from the Poets of Phantoms — 
und Apparitions, which, when they are purifyed from 
ain their ſpurious Theology, evince that antiently a 
ver Future Life by ſuch Objefts was diſplay'd. 


vi- Homer comes firſt upon the Stage with the 
hat Phoſt of Patroclus; and his Relation by the 
er · Nranſlator follows in theft Line. : 


al-. But great Pelides fretch'd along the Shore, 
och x here dafb'd on Rocks the broken Billows roar, 
af. Ries inly groaning z while on either Hand 
b- Whe martial Myrmidons confus'dly tand: 
ce, ¶ Along the Graſs bis languid Members fall, 

yd with bis Chace around the Trojan Wall; 
vn Hab' by the Murmur of the rolling Deep 
d length he finks in the ſoft Arms of Sleep, 


„ 
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Wien lo ! the Shade before his cloſing E yes 
Of ſad Patroclus roſe, or ſeem d to riſe ; 

In the ſame Robe be living wore, be came, 

In Stature, Voice, and pleaſing Look, the ſame. 
The Form familiar hover d o'er his Head, 
And, Sleeps Achilles (thus the Phantom ſaid) 
Sleeps my Achilles, his Patroclus dead? 
Living I ſeem'd his deareſt, tendreſt Care, 
But now forgot, I wander in the Air : 

Let my pale Corſe, the Rites of Burial know, 
And give me Entrance in the Realms below : 
Till then, the Spirit finds no refting Place, 
But here and there th' unbody'd Spectres chace Lil 
The vagrant Dead around the dark Abode, 
Forbid to croſs th irremeable Flood. 

Nou give thy Hand : fer se rhe farther Shore, Of 
I ben once we paſs, the Soul returns no more. Pe 
N ben once the laſt funereal Flames aſcend, : 
No more ſhall meet, Achilles and bis Friend, Pa 
No more our Thoughts to thoſe we lov'd make known, 7 
Or quit the deareſt to converſe alone. 4 
Me Fate has ſever'd from the Sons of Earth, Th 
The Fate fore-doom'd that waited from my Birth: Wl Sic 
Thee too it waits; before the Trojan Wall 
Ev'n great and God-like thou art doom'd to fall. 
Hear then; and as in Fate and Love we join, 


Ab! ſuffer that my Bones may reft with _ 
* 
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Together have we liv'd, together bred, 
One Houſe receiv'd us, and one Table fed; 
That golden Urn thy Goddeſs Mother gave, 
May mix our Aſhes in one common Grave. 
And is it thou? (be anſwers) to my Sight 
Once more return ſt thou from the Realms of Night? 
Ob more than Brother ! Think each Office paid, 
Whatt'er can reſt a diſcontented Shade; 
But grant one laſt Embrace, unhappy Boy ! | 
A Ford at leaft that melancholy Joy. | 
He ſaid, and with his longing Arms eſſay d | 
In vain to graſp the Viſionary Shade ; : - 
ce Lite a thin Smoke be ſees the Spirit fly, 
And hears a feeble lamentable Cry. 
Confus'd be wakes: Amazement breaks the Bands 5 


re, | Of golden Sleep; and Parting from the Sands, 
Penſive he muſes with uplifted Hands. 
"Tis true, tis certain, Man, tho" dead, retains 
Part of himſelf; th* immortal Mind remains: | 
on, ¶ The Form ſubſiſts, without the Body's Aid, q 
Aerial Semblance, and an empty Shade / 
This Night, my Friend, ſo late in Battle loſt, 
Stood at my Side, a penſive, plaintive Ghoſt. 
Ev'n now, familiar as in Life, be came; 
Alas how diff 'rent ! Yet how like the ſame. 


VirGiL's Crei/a is another Poetick Evi- 
dence, proving the Immortality of the Soul 
from Apparitions, — here for that Reaſon 
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Nor he the great Comptroller of the Sky. 4 


The Intermediate State 


deſerves to be transferr'd. She died with Fear 
at the Deſolation of Troy, and appear'd to her 
Spouſe Æucas, under great Calamity for her Ab- 
ſence, to ſolace him after this manner, as the 
Story runs in our Strains. 


| * Then with angovern'd Madneſs 1 proclaim 
Through all the filent Streets Creiſa's Name; 
Creüſa till I call; at length ſhe hears, 

And ſudden, thro" the Shades of Night appears. 
Appears no more Creiiſa, nor my Wife : 

But a pale Spefire, larger than the Life. 

Agbaſt, aſtoniſb'd, and firuck dumb with Fear, 
Jod; like Briſtles roſe my ftiffen'd Hair. 
Then thus the Ghoſt began to ſooth my Grief : 


Nor Tears nor Cries can give the Dead Relief; 
Deſiſt, my much lo Lord, i minlge your Pain: Lig 
You bear no more than what the Gods ordain. fo, 
My Fates permit me not from hence to fly; 


Long wandring Ways for you the Powrs decree, 
On Land hard Labours, and 4 Length of Sea. tw. 


Then after many painful Years are paſt, wh 
On Latium's happy Shore you ſhall be caſt : . 
Mbere gentle Tiber from his Bed beholds 11 
The flow'ry Meadows and the feeding Folds. Gl 
| 
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ear I Tbere end your Toils : And there your Fates provide 
her I quiet Kingdom, and a Royal Bride: 

There Fortune ſhall the Trojan Line reſtore z 
Ard you for loft Creuſa weep no more. 
Fear not that I ſhall watch with ſervile Shame 
r imperious Looks of ſome proud Grecian Dame : 
Or flooping to the Viftor's Luft, diſgrace 
My Goddeſs Mother, or my Royal Race. 
. Bund now farewel : the Parent of the Gods 
Reftrains my fleeting Soul in her Abodes : 
I traſt our common 1ſue to your Care. 
She ſaid; and gliding paſs'd unſeen in Air. 
I frove to ſpeak, but Horror ty'd my Tongue; 
And thrice about her Neck my Arms 1 flung, 


Aud thrice deceiv'd, on vain Embraces hung. 
" Light as an emply Dream at Break of Day, 
IO, as a Blaſt of Wind, ſbe ruſbd away. | 


AGAIN, the forecited Poets not only de- | 
duc'd Immortality from the Shades of the de- | 
' ceas'd; but alſo upon that Foundation rear'd 
two * beautiful Theories of the Future Condition, 
which ever will be celebrated: From hence 
they took their Frame and Draught of the 
Separate Diſpofition ; and tis eaſily diſcern'd that 
all they have ſaid upon it, is the Product of 
Ghoſtly Obſerves. . 
HavinGs thus view'd at ſome Length the 
Argument for Immortality from Apparitions, 


* 
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and | 


The Intermediate State, &c. 


and trac'd Ghoſtly Footſteps in the moſt known 
Parts of the Earth, at the Cloſe we muſt con. 
feſs, that the Goodneſs and Compaſſion of God 
is adorable in ſuch Diſcoveries. He leaves ir 
not ſolely to Faith to conduct us to the Erter. 
nal World, but ſtoops to the low Reach of 
Human Faculties, and gives us a ſenſible Evi 
dence of a State that's diſtant from our Sen. 
ſes. Heaven and Hell are inviſible under thei 
our Mortal Circumſtances, and therefore from 
thence he ſends Inhabitants, to bring then 
often into our Remembrance, whoſe Appear 
ance ſhould beget Conviction, as much as the 
Immediate Viſion of thoſe Regions whereunto 
or belong. 

hen this Diſquiſition is well conſider'd, I 
hope Virtue will be more pleaſant, and Death 
leſs terrible to Mankind. 
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